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DR. CHARLES F. T: \YLOR'S 


“LOCALIZED MOVEMENTS,” 


NO, 159 FIL" AVENUE, 


NEW YORK. 


luis treatment having become fully established in the confidence ‘of the profession and the public, and the _ 
number seeking its benefits exceeding the accommodation afforded at the Cooper Institute, as well as the 
ability of one physician properly to attend to the diverse requirements of such cases as come within its scope, 
the undersigned have associated together for the purpose of still further developing the resources, and extending 


the available capacity of this too long neglected department of medical science, and have removed to the 


commodious apartments above designated, 

Physicians in general practice have neither the time nor the facilities for carrying out a system of local 
exercise for their patients. Such a system is distinetly indicated in two general classes of disease: First, as the 
obvious and principal means in cases of deformity, and affections of the motor apparatus; and, secondly, as an 
important adjuvant in the treatment of various chronic derangements, which, by reason of the attendant depres- 
sion of the nervous system, or some local impediment, preclude adequate general exercise. Without such a 
system, many cases would be, virtually, left untreated. 

Aiming therefore, in the pursuance of this specialty, not only to supply an admitted want of the present, but 


to add a permanent element to legitimate therapeutics, we expect, as heretofore, the cordial co-operation of our 
professional friends, 


CHARLES F. TAYLOR, M.D., 
BENJ AMIN: LEE, M.D. 
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Original Lectures, 


DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS 
IN CHILDREN. 


BEING A COU RSE OF LECTURES PREPARED FOR DELIVERY DURING THE 8PRING 
SESSION OF 1562 LN THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, N. Y. 


BY THE LATE 
C. VAN ALEN ANDERSON, M_D., 
PHYSICIAN TO CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT, DEMILT DISPENSARY, N. Y. 


LECTURE IV.—PART IL. 





PERTUSSIS—ITS COMPLICATIONS, 


Maxy of the complications of pertussis have their seat in 
the lungs, so that it is a necessity to us, in treating a case 
of this disease, to be well acquainted with the condition of 
our patient’s chest. If we auscultate during the first, or 
catarrhal stage, we shall discover the mucous or sibilant 
rhonchi which are the exponents of a slight bronchitis ; on 
percussion, also, we shall find the thorax clear and sono- 
rous. There is no slight difficulty in applying the ear to the 
chest during the paroxysmal cough of the second stage of 
hooping-cough, but if we succeed in our efforts, we shall 
recognise the vibrations given to the trunk, and, in the 
intermissions between the expulsive shocks of the cough, a 
partial sonorous rale, or a roughened respiratory murmur. 
The hoop is produced in the larynx, and at the moment it 
occurs the air does not pass beyond the larger division of 
the bronchi, so that during its continuance the vesicular 
murmur will be absent. It 1s therefore of prime importance 
to auscultate the chest of the little patient at a period of 
time sufficiently removed from the termination of the 
paroxysm, when we shall hear the usual puerile respira- 
tion of children, mixed with some dry or moist sounds of 
the larger air tubes. Let me remind you, also, that you 
should neither count the pulse nor practise auscultation 
just before a paroxysm, for then you will remember that 
there is a considerable disturbance both of the respiration 
and circulation. 

Dr. Roe explains the cough and the hoop in the follow- 
ing manner:—* Any one who will make the experiment will 
perceive that, by the exercise of the voluntary muscles of 
respiration, he cannot either continue coughing loudly for 
so long a time, or empty the lungs so completely of air, as 
a person does in the paroxysms of hooping-cough; it must 
therefore be inferred that the involuntary muscles... ... 
connecting the extremities of the cartilaginous rings of the 
trachea and bronchi, powerfully assist in accomplishing 
both these objects. They seem, by acting spasmodically, 
to expel the air from the lungs, and to excite by sympathy 
the voluntary muscles of inspiration; the combined action 
of both sets of muscles appears to produce this peculiar 
cough. The hoop takes place in the larynx and trachea, 
and appears to be caused by a rush of air through a con- 
tracted passage, for no sudden or violent inspiration could 
produce this sound in the natural, healthy state of the air 
tubes. The lungs are so completely emptied of air by long- 
continued expirations, that a most distressing sense of suf- 
focation is produced, to relieve which a full inspiration is 
instinctively made, and at the same moment the rima glot- 
tidis is contracted, and the air passing quickly through a 
very narrow opening causes the hoop.” 

If we make three stages of the disease, we may con- 
sider this paroxysmal condition as existing from fifteen 
or twenty days to one month, and then comes the period 
of decline, efore this commences, the cough has been 
much more severe at night than during the daytime; 
but now we begin to observe a diminution of the nocturnal 
exacerbations, which is one of the earliest signs of the 
subsidence of the disorder. The fits of coughing grow 
less in frequency and intensity ; they now occur but four 
or five times during the day, and rarely at night: they 
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E RESPIRATORY ORGANS, 
possess a catarrhal tone, lose by little and little their con- 
vulsive disposition, and are no longer accompanied by 
hoop. The inspirations become easy and tranquil; the 
vomitings cease, and are replaced by the expectoration of 
a thick, greenish mucus. 

Sometimes the kinks and hoops are reproduced by 
trifling causes, such as fright, severe pain, anger, etc., and 
this proclivity may be seen for several months after the 
child appears to have entirely recovered. The duration 
of the third stage presents great differences: in a simple 
case of pertussis it is usually short, ten or fifteen days; 
but where the disease is complicated, it may be some weeks 
or months. 

During an attack of hooping-cough, if it be not asso- 
ciated with other diseases, the child's general health con- 
tinues good, the appetite and the function of digestion 
are unimpaired, but it may yet be thin and pale from 
the constant rejection of the food by the stomach. An 
ephemeral fever is sometimes observed, but in the major- 
ity of cases there is complete apyrexia. The circulation 
may be deranged by the excitement of the cough, and 
the same cause may give rise to a more or less profuse 
sweating. Some children retain their cheerfulness through- 
out; in others the spirits are unequal, sometimes de- 
pressed. The disease goes through its three stages in from 
one to four months, the common notion being that it is six 
weeks coming to its height, and six weeks in going off; 
but any such precise computation as this is, of course, 
without foundation, 

The progress of hooping-cough is occasionally different 
from the description that I have given you. The varie- 
ties are generally either in its intensity or in the return 
of the attacks, which sometimes assume an intermitting 
type; the violence of the cough, also, among very young 
children, may bring on fatal convulsions. 

The first, or catarrhal stage, does not always disappear 
so quickly as I have mentioned to you; for at the com- 
meneement of an epidemic of pertussis, or towards the 
close of one, it is not unfrequently greatly protracted; for 
epidemic hooping-cough, as we have seen, is sometimes 
developed from epidemic catarrh, and the long continuance 
of this latter disease is often the first warning we have of 
the invasion of the former. This catarrh, also, may be 
accompanied by fever, dyspnoea, and many of the symp- 
toms of severe bronchitis. In such cases the discrepancy 
between the constitutional disturbance and the ausculta- 
tory signs will often puzzle us, until in the progress of the 
disorder the peculiar phenomena of hooping-cough make 
their appearance. There are other eccentricities which 
you will notice in the course of your medical experience, 
One of the stages may be wanting, the first for instance, 
or the last, that of decline; and far more rarely you will 
see children who do not have the convulsive period, but 
suffer from violent fits of coughing without any hoop. Usu- 


‘ally, however, you will meet with three forms of the dis- 


ease:—One which is rapid in its progress, recognised by 
marked febrile phenomena and frequent hemorrhages ; 
one which presents rather symptoms of intestinal and 
gastric derangement, such as disorder of the bowels and 
repeated vomitings; and lastly, one in which the convul- 
sive stage is developed in the highest degree. 

The diagnosis of pertussis is easy in the generality of 
eases. It is distinguished from other disorders by the con- 
vulsive expiratory cough, and by the crowing inspiration 
or hoop. erst the catarrhal stage we have no means of 
making an accurate diagnosis of the nature of the disease, 
though the prevalence of an epidemic, the liability of our 
patient to contagion, and the fact of his not having pre- 
viously had pertussis, are circumstances which demand our 
attention. When the convulsive stage is fully established, 
we can in almost all cases be sure of what we have to deal 
with, yet we may even then confound it with a form of 
bronchitis accompanied by spasmodic cough, or with tuber- 
culosis of the bronchial glands. Acute bronchitis of this 
kind, however, commences suddenly with the peculiar 
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The prognosis of simple hoopir gh in a child of fair 
constitution is favorable. The epidemics of the present day 
have none of the seve rity of those described by the older 
authors,-and most of the danger to be apprehe nded is from 
the supervention of some complication, In rare instances 
in young and feeble children, the violence of the kinks may 
prove fatal. In autumn and winter the disease is more 
severe and more prolonged than it is at other seasons, 


In the 


prognosis 


first silage, of course, 1t is impossible to form any 
; during the second only can it be done, and then 
it is imperatively our duty to remember that it is at this 
Sometimes they 
commence suddenly, and without any known cause, when 
we have no reason whatever to suspect their existence, 
sue of the disorder is doubtful, and 
uarded accordingly. 
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sorder may 
bronchitis to idioc y. There are, however, 
more frequent complications than others, 
and as these are often met with in practice, it may perhaps 
be worth while to consider brietly the time at which they 
are remarked, their form, their advance, and their pro- 
gnosis, 

As might naturally be expected from the nature of the 
disorder, convulsive seizures freque utly oveur during its 
course, such as spasm ol the glottis, and the ple nomena 
that are known under the general designation of “ convul- 
The accession of these nervous troubles may be 
so sudden and unannounced that you are startled by it. 
A child, to all appearance suffering only from severe hoop- 
ing-cough, is all at ounce taken with a fit of convulsions, and 
dies of spasmodic closure of*the larynx, and 
congestion of the brain, 


sions, 


consequent 
Or else, after a particularly vio- 
lent paroxysm of coughing, you observe that curious sy mp- 
tom which we have already noticed in spasm of the glottis, 
namely, a contraction of the thumbs and great toes. At 
first these signs are slight, but they convey to your mind 
the apprehension of yraver trouble which is to follow. A 
degree of dyspnoea comes on after a while, the carpo-pedal 
contractions become permanent, the breathing grows hur- 
ried and irregular, the hoop disappears, the cough has a 
smothered sound, the surface has the lividity due to imper- 
fect respiration, the child sinks into stupor with dilatation 
of the pupils and twitching of the superficial muscles, and 
finally expires in convulsions. 

Vomiting that exists for twenty-four hours independent- 
ly of the cough, of the remedies that you are employing, 
and not connected with obvious gastric disorder, is a symp- 
tom that should always direct your attention to the head. 
You will find that the child daily grows more heavy and 
drowsy ; complains of headache, has an increase of dys- 
pnoea before and after the fits of coughing, and has perhaps 
some hemoptysis or hematemesis. After this condition 
has continued for a time, convulsions ensue, which either kill 
the little patient at once, or else leave him in a comatose 
state from which he never revives. 

These convulsive seizures are more frequent in young chil- 
dren than in older ones; they are connected in many cases 
with the irritation of dentition, but are not by any means 
confined to that period. It is during the second stage that 
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they are observed, and particularly when the cough is very 
intense, and the child has been laboring under it for some 
time, Sometimes they arise during the mtervals of cough- 
ing, at others during the cough itself. 

Hooping-cough and measles are the two diseases of in- 
fancy and childhood which show the strongest disposition 
to pulmonary complications. The bronchitis and pneumonia 
of pertussis are unfortunately both frequent and fatal. 
They are met with at all ages, and in all the three stages 
of the disorder, thotgh, in general, we find them in the 
When they occur during the first stage, it may 
be extremely difficult to make a correct diagnosis ; but the 
catarrh which has been manifested at the commencement 
continues on into the second period, and is marked by a 
greater amount of constitutional disturbance, quick pulse, 
high fever, loss of appetite, and incessant cough and dys- 
plocea, When these symptoms come under our notice, aus- 
cultation and percussion will reveal to us the true nature 
of things, and enable us to decide that we need be under 
no anxiety, for the inflammatory complaint usually sub- 
sides in the course of a few days. 

Those cases are much more serious in which, after the pe- 
culiar symptoms of the convulsive stage of pertussis have de- 
clared tl emselves, bronchitis or pneumonia appears. Insome 
cases, after the ordinary catarrhal fever has subsided, a hoop 
has been heard accompanying the cough at intervals ; when 
suddenly the child becomes feverish and restless, the skin 
grows hot, the pulse and respiration are permanently quick- 
ened, and the latter is somewhat difficult; the hoop at the 
same time grows louder, and the cough is aggravated and 
distressing, and not attended with much expectoration, 
whatever mucus is thrown off being streaked with blood. 
On applying our ear to the thorax we hear a coarse, moist 
rale over both lungs; on a deep inspiration smaller sounds 
may be made out, and percussion is resonant. As the dis- 
order progresses the cough will become less frequent, los- 
ing both its hoop and its spasmodic character; the respira- 
tion increases in wheezing and dyspnoea; the fever con- 
tinues; the pulse becomes very rapid, small, and feeble ; 
the cheeks and lips purple, the surface cold and moist, and 
death speedily ensues, Dr. West remarks, that cases of this 
kind more rapidly terminate fatally “than any form of 
affection of the lungs which comes on in the course of 
hooping-cough.” He has seen “a child die on the sixth 
day trom the first appearance of any indication that the 
disease was other than a very mild attack of hooping- 
cough ;” and says, “ it will not surprise you that the fatal 
event should take place so speedily, if you bear in mind 
that after death we discover intense injection, even of the 
smaller bronchi, with copious effusion of pus into their 
cavities, or very extensive vesicular bronchitis, or both 
conditions together.” 

Instead of having bronchitis or pneumonia at this early 
period, they occasionally come on later, and seem to be 
developed out of the pertussis. In such cases the symp- 
toms gradually increase in severity, and, though the hoop 
is unchanged, the cough grows more frequent, and the child's 
sufferings greater. His face becomes anxious, his eyes 
watery and injected, his respiration habitually burried, 
irregular, and wheezing. At the same time there is a more 
or less coarse réle over both lu.gs. The disease is usually 
chronic in its advance, and may terminate either by the 
interference of cerebral disorder, or else may go on to re- 
covery. Sometimes the inflammation extends by conti- 
nuity of tissue into the smaller air tubes, and thence to the 
substance of the lungs, giving rise to pneumonia; some- 
times the child dies exhausted from a fit of coughing; and 
sometimes after the fever has increased, and the emaciation 
become extreme, the little child passes away in a tranquil 
slumber, ceasing to live because its tender vitality is 
exhausted. 

We do not very often witness this complication of the 
disorder in its third stage; it then simulates very closely 
pulmonary tuberculosis, and we are forced to make our 
diagnosis by a careful consideration of all the symptoms. 


st cond, 
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The duration of secondary bronchitis or pneumonia is 
variable, but depends much upon the age of the patient ; 
in very young infants it is exceedingly short, as they 
quickly succumb to the attack of such powerful adversaries, 
and the fatal termination is hastened by the access of con- 
vulsions, From three to five years we may take a more 
cheerful view of this complication, although it is still a very 
serious one, particularly when the hooping-cough has been 
preceded by measles. “ However,” remark Barthez and 
Rilliet, “ however grave they may be in appearance, what- 
ever resemblance they bear to tuberculosis, it is never 
necessary in these cases to lose all hope. We have seen 
real miracles produced by change of air, in cases where 
everything seemed to indicate that the disease was beyond 
the resources of art,” : 

There are, however, other complications of pertussis 
which we meet with in practice, though we are not called 
upon to treat them so often as those which I have just 
mentioned, Thus, there is a species of catarrhal diarrhoea, 
arising from the remarkable susceptibility of the mucous 
membranes in early life, which will often give you trouble, 
because it reduces the strength of your patient, and inter- 
feres considerably with some of the medication which you 
would otherwise adopt. An irritable state of the stomach 
you will find a source of no small annoyance, particularly 
when the child is incapable of retaining even the blandest 
fluid. It may accompany diarrhoea; or else the repeated 
vomiting has associated with it a constipated condition of 
the bowels, a red tongue, and numerous small aphthous 
ulcers about the lips and cheeks, When acute inflamma- 
tions of any part of the alimentary canal supervene, they 
may be considered as not attributable to the hooping- 
cough : they exist at an advanced period of the disorder— 
in fact a fuw days before death—coincide with other com- 
plications, and their nature and symptoms are precisely 
the same as when they arise idiopathically. 

In almost all instances in which the paroxysms of cough- 
ing are violent, long continued, and give rise to more or 
less nervous congestion, we shall find serous infusion into 
the cellular tissue of the eyelids, about the face, and in the 
hands; sometimes this disposition expands into true ana- 
sarca, and has produced death not only by the general pro- 
gress of the dropsy, but also by hydrothorax. Four cases 
of this result of pertussis have been reported, in one of 
which there was hypertrophy of the liver. It is more 
common to find tubercles in the lungs and bronchial glands, 
and, indeed, we may take it as a general rule, that hooping- 
cough has a special proclivity towards tuberculosis; and 
tubercles may also be deposited in the cerebral meninges, 
giving rise to acute hydrocephalus. 
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SCURVY IN THE NAVY. 
By R. 8. FARQUHARSON, M_D., 
PASSED ASSIST. SURGEON, U.S.N. 


I wovtp respectfully call the attention of the Burean of 
Medicine and Surgery to the following remarks in regard 
to the want of some antiscorbutic article in the ration of 
our navy. This need is inferred from the existence of a 
“scorbutic taint,” which, besides manifesting itself in a 
few rare cases in the form of decided scurvy, would seem 
to be the most probable cause of the general debility and 
anomalous affections of men, otherwise in the best pos- 
sible circumstances for the enjoyment of good health. 

Dr. Budd has given it as his opinion, that something 
short of scurvy, “that a condition, that might be correctly 
designated a scorbutic taint, must often occur in the lower 
classes in towns, but especially in prisons and asylums, 
towards and at the close of long winters, where succu- 
lent vegetables are scarce and expensive.” 
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That such a condition existed on board this vessel dur- 
ing the months of February and March, while cruising on 
the south coast of Africa, was inferred from the following 
circumstances -— 

I.—An extraordinary susceptibility to the constitutional 
influence of mereury, when used im its common forms 
and given in the ordinary doses, One patient was severely 
salivated by five grains of calomel, given at the onset of 
an acute abdominal affection, though it purged; another 
with secondary syphilis had his gums smartly touched by 
less than a grain of corrosive sublimate, a preparation 
which enjoys the reputation of beimg much less liable 
to salivate than the others; two more persons were 
ptyalized each by a dose of six grains of blue mass, given 
to one in the beginning of an attack of dysentery, and 
to the other in the course of an obstinate constipation. 
From that period mercury was rarely given, being de- 
terred from its use in cases where it seemed of prime 
necessity, not only by this sad experience, but by the 
condition of the gume (spongy, tender, and inclined to 
bleed upon the slightest touch), and a confident belief in 
the existence of a general cachexia, like scurvy, in being 
the result of a deficiency of some elements of the vital 
fluids essentially necessary to their normal composition. 
We are aware that this unusual susceptibility of sailors 
to mercury has been, by good authority, ascribed to a 
redundancy of the chlorides in the circulating fluids, rather 
than to the want of any component part. But this view 
seems erroneous from the following considerations :—First, 
this excess is an assumed fact, not having been shown by 
any analysis; secondly, this liability to salivation shows 
itself only now and then, whereas it should be constant 
among men fed on salt provisions for a certain length of 
time; thirdly, the known fact that no people are more 
healthy than those engaged in the mining or manufacture 
of common salt, or in any manipulations with it; fourthly, 
that the chloride of sodium, when used in quantities much 
exceeding the demand for it as a condiment, is a most 
powerful restorer of the red particles of blood in cases 
where these are deficient (being surpassed in this respect 
only by the martial preparations), and in healthy persons, 
when so used, produces a dangerous degree of plethora or 
redundancy of the red globules; lastly, that the susceptibi- 
lity to salivation from ordinary doses of mercury showed 
itself on. board the Steamer Princeton, while in the Medi- 
terranean, during the months of July and August, 1848, 
and being followed by an undoubted case of scurvy, was 
made the subject of a communication to the Bureau during 
the winter of 1850-51. 

I1.—The large size of the daily sick-list for the quarter end- 
ing April 1st, 1853, being 6°62 as an average, and 11°5 for the 
next quarter. This fact, when divested of one weak point 
(viz. the presence on board of some men of broken-down 
constitutions, and others even with organic and incurable 
diseases, the effect of some radical error in the present 
mode of shipping men), becomes a strong and striking one, 
when it is considered that nothing like an epidemic disease 
has prevailed on board ; that the brig was then cruising on 
the south coast, remarkable for its fine climate, its almost 
uninterrupted good weather throughout the year; that no 
perceptible local cause of disease exists on board ship ; 
and Jxstly, that upon four of H.B.M. brigs they have 
almost perfect good health, though they are confined for 
many months together to a very small extent of coast, and 
their men are much more exposed to the causes of disease 
than ours, from the greater frequency of their boat expe- 
ditions. 

III. The general state of the gums among the men, soft, 
tender, bleeding upon any touch whatever (even such 
as eat the ordinary food), and retracted from the teeth, 
which, in many cases, would be slightly loose in their 
sockets, Here it may be remarked, in regard to my own 
person, that, having half a molar tooth extracted, the he- 
morrhage was greater than I had ever seen before, and the 
stopping proved very troublesome and tedious. 
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IV. The occurrence of two cases having many symp- 
toms analogous to those of scurvy. As some of these cases 
may be deemed necessary to the proper appreciation of the 
inference of a “ scorbutic taint,” the following notes, taken 
from the journal, are added : 

At sea, March 12, 1853, admitted Willard Snow, Quar- 
termaster, aged 50, with following symptoms: pain in the 
back and in the head, slight tenderness of the bams and 
knees, pain also in the soles of the feet, constipation, 
furred tongue, no appetite; took yesterday afternoon 
12 grs. of the compaqind extract of colocynth, which has 
not yet acted. kk. Antimon, et potas. tart., gr. i.; mag, 
sulph. 31.; aq. Oj.; S. 4 at a dose, to be repeated q. h. 
2 until a purgative effect is freely produced,  13th.— 
Bowels freely moved; tongue clean; appetite returned ; 
pain remains in the knees ; 
lating liniment. 


ordered friction with a stimu- 
14th.—General health good; pain now 
in the calves of both legs; heels very tender; no crooking 
nor any redness perceptible; continue friction. 15th.— 
Pain about the hams increased, extends also to the calves 
and to the extensor tendons in the joint of the ankle, these 
being raised up, and patient complains of a feeling of con- 
stant tension in them; heels and soles of the feet very 
tender and painful; pain of a burning kind, like that of 
chilblains, referred by the patient to the soft parts and to 
the surface; says also the pains are like those of scurvy, 
from which disease he was a sufferer on board the Raritan 
in 1846; continue friction; f. 3 ij. lime-juice four times a 
day. 16th.—Last night both feet swe!led and oedematous ; 
pain increased at night; continue treatment. 17th.— 
General health the same; skin natural; pulse rather fee- 
ble; tongue clean; appetite and digestion good; bowels 
regular; pains very severe last night, at which time both 
legs and feet were oedematous; pain in the hams referred 
to the tendons of the hamstring muscles, increased by 
forced extension of the limbs, they being kept in a par- 
tially flexed position as the easiest one; both heels acutely 
tender to the touch; a slight swelling extending down the 
inner side into the hollow of the foot: no heat or redness 
about these painful spots; two or three spots of a dusky 


red color on the back of the foot; one also at the back of 


the first joint of each great toe. Continue lime-juice and B. 
spts. ether, nitric. gtt. xxv. q. h. 6. 18th—Rested better last 
night; no swelling of the calves now; tenderness of one 
heel gone, patient being able to put it to the deck and bear 
his weight upon it; right heel remains tender; dusky red- 
ness of the spots on the feet has almost entirely disap- 
peared; no effect on the kidneys being perceptible from 
the spts. ether. nitric., stop it, and continue the lime-juice. 
19th.—Worse ; increased pain in the hams, legs, and feet ; 
left heel swelled, and as hard as a stone; no heat, no red- 
ness, no throbbing; continue lime-juice. 20th.—Better ; 
can bear his weight upon left foot without much pain; left 
heel much softer ; pain remains in the tendons of the ham; 
general health good; according to patient his feet and legs 
perspired last night for the first time since his illness ; 
tinue lime-juice, 


con- 
2lst.—Better ; no swelling about feet or 
legs; some tenderness lingers about one heel; continue 


treatment. 22d.—Discharged to duty, some tenderness of 


one heel remaining, which continued for several days 
longer, but gradually disappeared, the patient continuing 
the lime-juice. Though not mentioned in the above notes, 
it may be here added that several times the gums of this 
patient were examined and found to be in nowise altered 
from a normal condition, neither presenting the deep red- 
ness of scurvy nor being spongy or retracted from the 
teeth. 

Case II.—St. Philip de Benguela, March 14, 1853. Ad- 
mitted Charles Anderson, an ordinary seaman. Patient has 
a pale, anemic appearance, a dull, stupid countenance, and 
a very heavy, sluggish manner; was on the sick-list, soon 
after leaving the United States, with a chancre, of which he 
was cured and discharged in thirty-two days; has always pre- 
sented the same appearance since the time of his discharge. 
Was called to the patient yesterday afternoon, and found 
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him in the following condition, viz.:—Skin cool and moist ; 
pulse very smal! and thready ; hands and feet cold, and of 
a shrunken, bluish appearance ; features sharp and 
contracted ; dark spots under the eyes; lips and finger nails 
livid ; respiration sighing ; tongue clean, small, and pointed ; 
slight diarrhoea of three days’ standing; no shake or tre- 
mor, though otherwise the appearance of one in the cold 
stage of an ague, or the collapse of cholera, is presented ; 
pain of a boring or splitting kind at the top of the head, 
with severe aching in the calves of his legs. Gave him 
two grains of quinine and ten grains of Dover’s powder and 
upon wrapping him up in blankets the heat of the surface 
returned, and the patient fell into a profound sleep 
which lasted through the afternoon and night. 14th.— 
Awoke feeling quite stiff; severe pain in the calves, with 
the muscles of a boardlike hardness; great tension of all 
the tendons inserted into the feet; the exterior tendons of 
the toes standing up like wires as they pass under the annu- 
lar ligament and along the back of the foot; great pain 
and tenderness in the soles of the feet, so much, indeed, 
that it is with great difficulty that the patient stands up. 
B. Sulph. of quinine, 3ss; sherry wine, Oj.; 8. a wine- 
glassful three or four times a day; ten grains of Dover's 
powder at night; rub legs and feet with a liniment of ammo- 
nia and turpentine. 15th.—Very weak; has a very stupid 
look this morning; perspires freely; pain and hardness 
continue about the hams and calves; tension of the ten- 
dons about the ankle as before; tenderness of the soles of 
the same; gums sound and healthy ; tongue clean; appetite 
good, though inclined to be capricious; bowels regular. 
Continue quinine wine, liniment, and give two pts. of lime- 
juice four times a day. 16th.—Same state; cannot stand, 
owing to the excessive tenderness of the muscles of his feet ; 
pain across the fronts of both ankles, where there is a 
swelling, apparently produced by an effusion under the 
periosteum, as the tendons can be distinctly felt as they 
pass over the tumor and under the annular ligament; no 
swelling or redness about any of the joints; slight stifl- 
ness of the back; tongue clean and pointed; appetite 
good ; no headache; bowels regular. Stop quinine, wine, 
and continue lime-juice; Dover's powders at night, and 
the liniment. 5 o'clock p.m.—Called to patient on account 
of a dusky redness over the upper part of the feet; no heat 
of surface anywhere; some pains in the arms, darting 
down to the fingers. 19th.—Just after turning out this 
morning the patient vomited, throwing up a small quan- 
tity of clear, glairy matter; no appetite; has the same 
pale, sallow countenance, with dark spots under the eyes; 
these have a heavy, dull appearance, and fill with tears, 
without any cause, when he is talking; tongue clean and 
moist; has lost its pointed appearance, being now flattened, 
and slightly indented at the edges by the teeth; gums pale 
and firm ; mucous membrane of the fauces and of the pala- 
tine arches of a deep red color; no headache ; complains 
very much of want of sleep; sweats profusely all the 
time; pulse so small as to be hardly perceptible ; feels like 
a fine, tense thread, seems to have some hardness, an illu- 
sion produced no doubt by the extreme smallness of the 
artery ; skin cool; pains in the shoulders and arms, with a 
feeling of numbness extending down into the hands; pain 
in hams, calves, ankles, and soles of the feet; the upper 
parts of the feet and of the fronts of the ankles have a 
dusky red color, as if exposed to cold and damp weather ; 
an old scar upon the feet is quite livid; the extensor ten- 
dons remain in the same state of extreme tension; one 
calf, the seat of great pain, is swelled and hard, as if a 
fibrinous effusion had taken place among the muscles ; pain 
much increased at night. Cont. lime-juice ; instead of the 
Dover's powder, give half a grain of morphine at night, and 
R. Quin. sulph. 9j.; pul. op. gr. iij.; M. ft. pil. No. x.8. 
one pill q.h. 6. 18th.—General condition the same ; slight 
redness over the tumors in front of the ankles; has a dis- 
position to vomit, with little or no nausea; no appetite ; 
pulse small, rapid, and with the feeling of hardness above 
described. Patient inclined tohysteria; eyes fill with tears 
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without apparent cause ; complains of a sensation of fulness | century, by what means a comparison of the respective 








or choking at the bottom of the neck, and also of a feeling of 
great weight or oppression about the sternum; says, he 
“ takes so long to breathe ;” indeed he does, for his respiration 
is slow and sighing; chest everywhere resonant upon per- 
cussion; indeed, the resonance is increased; respiratory 
murmur feeble, with an occasional dry rale or chirping 
Cont. treatment, and give three or four wineglasses of 
brandy toddy per diem, 19th.—Same state as far as gene- 
ral condition goes; the oppression about the chest and throat, 
greater before breakiast, disappearing very much after that 
meal; rested better last night; the dusky redness has gone 
from every part, with the exception of the old scar; ex- 
tensor tendons yet contracted ; not so much hardness of the 
calf. Stop quinine and opium; cont. lime-juice and toddy, 
and R. Mist. ferr. comp., f. 3 ss., q. h. 6. 20th.—Feels bet- 
ter; appetite improved ; some brightening up of the coun- 
tenance ; slept well last night; pain remains in the exten- 
sor tendons, which are yet in a contracted state ; tenderness 
of the soles so much diminished as to allow the patient to 
walk about with comfort, which has not been so before to- 
day; less hardness of the calves; dark red color has re- 
turned again about the feet, more marked over the pro- 
minences, as the joints of the toes, the heels, exten- 
sor tendons, and over the tumors on the tarsus; these 
have diminished in size. Continue the treatment. 21st 
General condition improved; patient more-lively and ani- 
mated in manner and countenance; pulse improved in 
strength and fulness; pain, however, was so great last night 
as to prevent sleep altogether; supply of lime-juice 
exhausted ; continue iron mixture and toddy, and give 
half a grain of morphine at night. 22d.—Improving, less 
pain, looks brighter, is stronger; continue treatment. 23d, 
—Improving; however, the pains are more troublesome, 
though the hardness of the calves is rapidly disappear- 
ing, as also the tumors upon the tarsus; continue treat- 


ment, 24th—Vessel now in port. Patient stronger, 
but even now indisposed to any exertion what- 


ever; general health appears perfectly good ; pain remains 
in the hams, and about the tendons of the ankles; redness 
comes and goes. Continue compound iron mixture and 
morphine; give f.% ij. lime-juice four times a day, and 
oranges ad libitum. 25th and 26th.—No great change; 
patient gradually improving; continue treatment, 27th.— 
Slight pain in the various parts as before; when lying 
upon the left side a sharp pain shoots down the course of 
the ulnar nerve, going as far as the tip of the ring finger; 
patient improved in complexion, and has lost, in a great 
measure, that extreme dulness of expression which was so 
marked at the commencement of the attack; continue 
treatment. 28th.—Feels worse; says he came from the 
open deck a few minutes since, feeling perfectly well ; has 
now (nine a.m.) a decided chill, shin cold and rough, pulse 
small and thready, face blue, features sharp and pinched, 
eyes filled with tears, no pain in the feet or ankles, some in 
the hams, little or no swelling about these parts now; 
complains bitterly of the lime-juice and oranges ; says they 
are killing him; stop the lime-juice and oranges; give 
once a day a full dose of the compound iron mixture, and 
kK. Quin. sulph. Di.; pulv. opii, grs. x.; M. ft. pil. No. x. 
5. one pill q. h. 6. 29th.—Feels much better; some pain 
about the hams yet; hardness of calves and tumor of the’ 
tarsus gone ; hysteric symptoms not so prominent, but per- 
ceptible ; anxious to return to duty; discharged him from 
the list, continuing the quinine and opium for several days; 
from which time nothing more in the way of complaint 
has been heard from the patient. 

Were these cases of scurvy? It would not be well to 
imitate the older writers, who ascribed every anomalous 
affection to scorbutus, but yet the inference may be a fair 
one, that there was here a “scorbutic taint” at the bottom 
of these cases, producing the symptoms in the first, and 
modifying and being mixed up with those of angemia in 
the second, Now this “taint” which exists with us has 
been banished from the British navy for more than half a 











rations of the two services will show. 

The sea-ration of our navy is composed of from 30 to 
40 oz. of solid nutriment per day; that of the British navy 
from 31 to 354 oz. daily. (Carpenter's Hum. Phys. Am. 
ed., 1841, p. 342). 

(To be Continued.) 
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RESULT OF A SERIES OF EXPERIMENTS WITH 
HYPOPHOSPHITES IN) PHTHISIS. 
By FREDERIC D. LENTE, M.D., 
SURGEON TO THE WEST POINT FOUNDRY, N, Y. 


Iw the columns of the London Lancet the discussion of the 
merits of the hypophosphites is again renewed. Dr, Cot- 
ton, of the Brompton Hospital, again details the results of 
a series of experiments, and again records his verdict 
against their efficacy in phthisis, The same may be said of 
the experiments of Dr. Quain, of the Brompton Hospital, 
and other English physicians who have experimented wtih 
this remedy. Dr. Churchill complains in the Lancet that 
the experiments were not properly conducted, although 
admitting that the specimen of the drug used was genuine, 
since it was furnished by his own chemist in Paris, M. 
Swann. His complaint concerning other experimenters has 
been that the remedy was impure, it being difficult of pre- 
paration, and very liable to decomposition after manufac- 
ture. I believe that no detailed report of a trial of the 
remedy has appeared in this country, although the much- 
vaunted “specific” has been largely used by the public 
for several years. I have thought that your readers might 
perhaps be interested in learning the results of a some- 
what extended trial of the remedy by myself, and I have 
for some time intended to give them publicity; and have 
now had my attention directed to the subject again by the 
discussion in the Lancet above alluded to. © Dr. Churchill's 
allegations concerning the hypophosphites of lime, soda, 
etc., were so startling that, upon the first report of his 
experiments, and before the remedy was obtainable in this 
country, I determined to give it a trial. I accordingly 
wrocured the manufacture of the hypophosphite of lime by 
2. N. Kent, of New York, and subsequently by Mr. Chil- 
ton. I tried these on a variety of cases of phthisis in dif- 
ferent stages, mostly in the earlier. In the same cases, or 
in many of them, I tried other remedies, as iron, cod-liver 
oil, glycerine, ete., not in conjunction with it, but before 
and after. I will not lengthen this article by giving my 
notes of these cases, as they would present a great simi- 
larity, and be unnecessary. The effect of the salt was 
negative ; it was given in doses of five grains three times 
a day. Subsequently I tried the solution of the hypophos- 
phites, which is sold all over the country. The result was 
the same. Desiring to test the matter thoroughly, and 
being somewhat favorably impressed with Dr. Churchill's 
theory of the action of phosphorus in a state of feeble 
chemical combination on the economy, I requested my 
friend, Dr. Edward R. Squibb, to manufacture a pure article 
for my experiments. Although having no faith in the 
remedy himself, he was kind enough to furnish it gratui- 
tously, and to take especial pains to have it perfeetly pure ; 
it was put up in half-ounce glass-stoppered bottles, well 
secured, and, for fear of decomposition, the crystals were 
not allowed to dry, but were bottled in a slightly moist 
state. He only exacted a promise that I should give the 
result of the experiments. As Dr. Churchill cautions 
particularly against an over-dose, which, he says, may pro- 
duce various congestions, and even hemorrhages from the 
mucous membranes, as of the nose, lungs, bowels, etc., I 
generally used only three grains of the salt three times a 
day in milk, at meals, In many cases finding, after re- 
peated trials, no perceptible unpleasant effects, 1 increased 
the dose to five grains. But in only one instance did I 
ever know a patient to complain of any unpleasant conse- 
quence: this was a burning in the pit of the stomach, and 
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nausea; and the remedy was obliged to be given up. In 
a yreat majority of the cases no effect was produced by the 
remedy ; in some a moderate improvement seemed to fol- 
low its use: but in most of the cases other remedies had 
produced better effects, or did produce better after being 
tuted for this, In a very few cases it seemed really 
to be efficacious where other remedies had failed, Sut in 
no instance did I observe those marked, prompt, and posi- 
tive effects, aseribed to it by its Inventor, Dr. Churchill. 
should have mentioned that the salt manufactured by Dr. 
Squibb for me was the hy pophy sphite of potassa, 


CoLp Sprrine, July 11, 1868. 
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NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Starep Meetina, Feb. 11, 
CONANT, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR, 


1565, 
Dh. D. &. 
REMARKABLE DISPLACEMENT OF 


DECIDUOUS MOLAR TOOTH, 


Dr. Post presented aun anterior deciduous molar tooth re- 
The 
tooth had grown horizontally across the alveolar process, 
the crown looking towards the tongue, 
a fang was buried in a groove in the cheek. This re- 
markable d splacement was probably due to the fact that 
the permanent tooth had encroached upon the tooth in 
question, . 

Dr. Conant remarked that he had in his possession a 
skull in which a wisdom tooth had been growing almost 
directly ontwards., 


moved from the jaw ofa little girl six years of age. 


FIBRINOUS DEGENERATION OF EYE—-EXTIRPATION OF EYE, 


Dr. Noyes presented, first, an extirpated eye, which 
illustrated fibrinous degeneration as the result of chronic 
inflammation, It was removed from a young man twenty- 
one years of age, Who, while upon a sidewalk, was struck 
upon the ball of the eye by a slate which fell from the roof 
of a house. As a consequence inflammation of the eye 
took place, and be coming chronic, the deep structures be- 
came seriously involved, resulting in very extensive fibrin- 
ous degeneration. 

OSSEOUS CHOROID. 

The second specimen was an instance of osseous choroid, 
the result also of inflammation following a wound of the 
eye. Shortly after the receipt of the injury, the inflamma- 
tion went through its usual course, terminating in collapse 
of the eyeball, | The patient suffered no inconvenience for 
many years after, when finally the organ became tender 
and congest d, and soon the vision of the other eye 
was interfered with. Dr. Noyes remarked that it was 
almost certain to find osseous degeneration of the choroid 
followed by sy mpathetic trouble of the opposite eye ; indeed 
this had been the most prolific source of the sy mpathetic 
irritation referred to. 

OPACITY OF CORNEA FROM CALCAREOUS DEPOSIT, 

The third specimen consisted of an opacity removed 
from the cornea of a child that afternoon. The general 
appearances of the said opacity were such as to give rise 
to the suspicion that it had been occasioned by the deposit 
of some of the salts of lime, as the direct results of an in- 
flammation which had previously existed. 

In answer to a question from Dr. Conant, Dr. Noyes 
stated that the osseous deposits in the eye presented 
under the microscope all the essential anatomical elements 
of bone tissue. 


MALIGNANT DISEASE OF LEG-——-AMPUTATION, 


Dr. James R. Woop presented a specimen of osteo- 
sarcoma, and remarked upon it as follows:—About six 
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weeks since I was requested to see a young gentleman, 
eighteen years of age, with an enlargement over the an- 
terior and lateral aspect of the leg. During last September 
he fell upon a wagon at the country-seat of his father, and 
bruised his skin. Shortly after he suffered from severe 
pain, which continued to increase without much swelling 
for a month or six weeks. At this time a considerable 
swelling occurred over the anterior aspect of the leg, about 
three inches below the knee, This continued to increase, 
when he came to town to consult several eminent sur- 
geons. When I saw him I found a swelling about the 
middle of the lower third about the size of half asixpenny 
loaf of bread, extending to within an inch of the knee- 
joint. It was so soft at its most prominent portion that 
two of our most eminent surgeons were disposed to think 
that fluid existed at that point. I found on careful exami- 
nation that the tumor presented what to me was quite 
characteristic of malignant disease, viz. a peculiar thrill 
communicated to the touch, By pressure upon the artery 
above the disease, the tumor could be made to decrease in 
size, and when the pressure was removed, it would resume 
its former dimensions. It went on growing rapidly, and 
on Monday last I amputated the thigh about its middle 
third, assisted by. Dr. Buck, who saw the case for the first 
time in consultation with me that day. The specimen, as 
@Wre seen, presents the usual appearance of osteo cepha- 
loma, or as it is Sometimes styled, osteo-sarcoma, or fungous 
hematoides. That portion of the tumor which gave the 
deceptive sensation of fluctuation was found composed of a 
very soft material resembling brain-substance. 

An interesting question comes up in this connexion in 
reference to amputation. I know that a good many sur- 
geons in New York have been opposed to the performance 
of the operation, and I know that a number who opposed 
the amputation years ago have been converted to a difler- 
ent opinion, and now practise it. The same disease occurs 
in the antrum maxillare, and it is well known that where 
the diseased portion has been removed, it has reappeared 
upon the opposite side. I suppose that most of us who 
have performed this operation have had success of this 
kind. But I know that occasionally the same disease 
oceurring in the extremity is arrested in its development. 

I presented the last specimen of this disease to the 
Society about three years ago. The patient was a middle- 
aged man, whose limb I amputated at his house in King- 
ston, Ulster Co. A little more than a year after the ampu- 
tation his physician, Dr. Von Hovenburgh, informed me 
that the patient had died of pure pneumonia, there not 
being a single vestige of cancerous disease found. I have 
two patients alive, one whose limb | amputated some ten 
or twelve years ago for this disease. That specimen was 
presented to the Society, and a microscopical examination 
of the tumor made by Dr. Clark, who pronounced it can- 
cer. The leg of the other patient I amputated since. — Dr. 
Buck has a young lady coming to his office whose leg was 
amputated some months since, and who is perfectly well. Dr. 
Mott, one of the surgeons who saw this case, gives the 
same experience. 

I saw in consultation with Drs. Forrester, Mott, and 
Parker, a case of a young lady who had the disease situat- 
Amputation was resorted to, but the 
disease returned, extended to the groin, and the patient 
died a most horrible death from exhaustion. 

When this disease occurs in the course of a limb, in my 
opinion it is not only good practice but it is humane to 
remove it by amputation. It is remarkable that under 
these circumstances the patients almost always do well for 
a time, the stump heals kindly, and if the disease returns 
the sufferer is made easy at least a year. Then, again, if 
it does return it hardly ever attacks the stump, but its 
most frequent seat of recurrence is in the groin, or the 
ganglia just above Poupart’s ligament. 

Dr. Posr agreed perfectly with Dr. Wood as to the 
relief afforded to patients suffering from this disease by 
amputation. Even if the disease did recur it was less apt 
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to occasion as much suffering as if it were in its original 
seat. 


REMARKABLE ARREST OF CANCEROUS DISEASE BY OPERATION. 

Dr. Conant referred to a remarkable case of arrest of 
cancerous disease by operation which had occurred twenty 
years ago in the practice of Dr. Mussey. The disease first 
made its appearance in the thumb, and that member was 
amputated ; recurring in the stump the hand was amputated ; 
and continuing to return, the forearm, arm, and shoulder 
were successively removed; and last of all it was found 
necessary by Dr. Crosby, who then had charge of the case, 
to remove the scapula and clavicle. The disease never re- 
turned after this last operation, and the subject of this 
series of operations is now perfectly well. Dr. C. also re- 
ferred to a case of this disease occurring in the lower end 
of the femur, where amputation was advised. The patient 
was a female, thirty years of age, and refused to have the 
operation performed, The result was that in time the 
entire foot sloughed off, together with nearly all the flesh 
of the leg, and the patient finally died in the greatest 
agony, worn out by loss of blood and bed-sores. 

Dr. Woop was very much opposed to exploring tumors 
which were supposed to be malignant, unless it was with a 
view to have amputation of the limb performed immediate- 
ly afterwards. Otherwise the tissues of the tumor were 
apt to break down, and hasten the death of the patient. 


DISTORTION OF LOWER EXTREMITIES FROM HYPEROSTOSIS. 

Dr. Post was of the same opinion, 

Dr. Finnevz presented the lower extremities of a man, 
twenty-seven years of age, which were the seat of very 
extensive hyperostosis, The deformity occasioned thereby 
was most extraordinary and frightful: the two tibiz were 
very considerably bowed from before backwards, the knee- 
joimts were increased by irregular and ragged bony pro- 
minences to nearly three times their natural size, while the 
small bones of the foot were distorted by the abnormal 
growth to such an extent and degree as to be almost unre- 
cognisable. The right leg was more affected than the left, 
and in the cavity of that knee-joint were found several 
pieces of detached bone. With all this distortion the 
patient was able to get up and down stairs without much 
difficulty, and follow his vocation, that of a cigar-maker, 
until within two days of his death. There were no abra- 
sions of the skin over the prominent points. He was an 
illegitimate child, and an attempt had been made to prevent 
his birth, The father and mother were healthy. The dis- 
ease was confined wholly to the lower extremities. Death 
was occasioned by intemperance. 

The Society then adjourned. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
LETTER XLI. 
By PROF. CHARLES A. LEE, 
ROME. 
Nov, 27, 1862. 
I next turned my steps towards the Hospital of St. James, 
San Giacomo, as it is called by the Romans. This is one 
of the most beautiful of the Koman hospitals, though not 
as large as some of the others, It dates as far back as 
1339, and was founded by the executors of Cardinal Co- 
lonna, in compliance with his testamentary request. Dur- 
ing the present century it has been much enlarged and 
improved by Pius VII. and Leo XII. It was tounded 
originally for the treatment of ulcers and other loathsome 
diseases, but in 1515 Leo X. set it apart especially for the 
reception of leprosy and syphilitic atfections. In 1855 the 
whole building was restored, or rather re-erected, by the 
present Pope, Pius IX., and opened for the reception 
chiefly of syphilitic diseases in persons of both sexes, in 
August, 1856, The main ward is one of the noblest halls 
in Rome, being 840 jeet in length, and of corresponding 
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height and width; giving ample room for two rows of 
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beds on each side of the centre, along which runs through- 
out its whole length a pavement of pure white marble, six 
feet in width, and of the finest quality. The windows are 
placed high above the floor, thirty feet or more, and access 
to them is furnished by a light gallery on each side. The 
register showed the present number of patients to be 265, 
110 males and 155 females. The female ward is not so 
elegant or so well fitted up as that of the males, the ceil- 
ing being lower. In both two rows of beds extended on 
each side of the centre throughout their whole length. 
Many of the females were sitting up and busily engaged in 
knitting, sewing, ete. The institution is managed by a 
government commission, appointed by the Pope, and is 
attended by four principal physicians, aided by several 
assistants, one or more of whom must be in the house all 
the while. One ward was principally occupied by sick chil- 
dren; there being ho hospital in Rome especially appro- 
priated for children, they are scattered about through all 
the hospitals, an arrangement liable to many serious objec- 
tions. The male nurses were Brothers of the Religious 
Order of St. John of God (aided sometimes by other 
orders), a confraternity devoted to the care and nursing of 
the sick. The female department was in charge of the 
Sisters of Mercy, an order devoted to the same pious vo- 
cation. There was a small clinical ward set apart for cases 
illustrating the lectures which are given here from time to 
time by professors of the University, and a similar arrange- 
ment exists in the other large Roman hospitals. All the 
patients are visited three times daily, morning, noon, and 
evening, and the utmost care bestowed on every case, 
The institution is designated as the Hospital of Incurables, 
but although formerly it may have deserved such an 
appellation, it does so no longer, as the former rules of 
admission have been greatly relaxed, and large numbers of 
eases are annually discharged, There is a good lecture- 
room and a very respectable library connected with the 
hospital. Patients are admitted here, as in all the Roman 
hospitals, irrespective of age, country, or religion, and all 
receive equal care and attention. This hospital was a 
favorite resort of the celebrated St. Philip Neri, and it is 
constantly visited by ladies belonging to the wealthiest and 
noblest families of Rome, for the purpose of using their 
gentle but powerful influence in consoling and reclaiming 
the unfortunate females whose vicious lives have driven 
them to seek refuge and treatment within its walls. It 
speaks well for the kindness and benevolence of the Pope 
that he occasionally makes unexpected visits to the hos- 
pitals and other publie institutions of Rome, and examines 
personally into all the details of their management. This 
insures perpetual vigilance and untiring devotion to duty, 

I next visited San Giovanni di Calubita, situated on the 
island of St. Bartholomew in the Tiber, and occupying the 
very spot where once stood the pagan temple of Esculapius, 
or a hospital attached to it. It sometimes is called det 
Benfratelli, or Fate bene, fratelli (“ Do good, brethren”), 
derived from the inscription on the begging-box of the 
friars of the order of the Spanish San Juin de Dios de 
Calabita, by whom it was founded in 1538, during the 
ontificate of Gregory XIII. It is under the care of the 
conn of St. John of God, an order especially instituted 
by its holy founder for attendance on the sick. It is de- 
voted solely to male patients affected with acute diseases. 
The principal hall or ward is 200 feet in length, 40 feet in 
width, and of equal height, containing ninety-four beds, a 
majority of them occupied. The mortality is on an ave- 
rage about 8 per cent. Like most, if not all the Roman 
hospitals, it has a small but elegant chapel rising in the 
centre of the corridors, thus giving an opportunity to all 
the patients of witnessing and participating in the religious 
services. As to the particular treatment of the acute affee- 
tions which are here received, I could gain no very definite 
information; I however ascertained that bleeding and 
leeching were often resorted to in connexion with the 
other well known antiphlogistic measures. I was pleased 





40 = American Medical Times, 
also, to observe in this hospital a ward set apart especially 
for strangers and the clergy who may happen to fall sick 
in Rome 
the main building, overlooking the Tiber, where convales- 
cent patients take their daily walks. The hospital is 
entirely supported by voluntary contributions, each con- 
tributor or benefactor having the privilege of sending 
patients, the number being proportionate to the amount of 
his subscription, The apothecary department was in a 
larye, splendid room, with marble floors, frescoed ceiling, 
and adorned with statues and paintings, marble counters, 
cases with glass doors, ete., ete. In the centre of the 
room stood a beautifully polished granite column, sur- 
mounted by an elegant statue of the Virgin Mary. 

The next hospital I visited was San Gallicano, in the 
Trastavere, for cutaneous diseases in persons of both sexes. 
It was founded in 1722 by Emilio Lami, a priest, as a hos- 
pital for leprosy, a disease now rarely met with in any 
part of Italy. It was enlarged in 1754 by Benedict XIV., 
but many of its improvements are owing to the pious care 
of the present Pope. There is ample accommodation for 
250 to 300 patients, of both sexes, adults and children, but 
at the time of my visit the register showed but 160. There 
were two rows of beds on each side of the wards, and 
canopies, as usual, for curtains. A majority of the chil- 
dren were afflicted with tinea and psora in 
their forms. The service is rendered by three pbysi- 
cians. There is a beautifully fitted-up chapel for each sex. 
The average duration of treatment for cases of tinea is 
about one year, many being a year and a half under treat- 
ment. But their time is not wasted. The hoys are placed 
under the care of the Mothers of St. John of God, by 
whom they are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
and are thoroughly grounded in catechism and Christian 
doctrine, thus undergoing a course of education and a 
course of physic at the same time. The girls not only re- 
ceive literary and religious instruction, but are also taught 
needlework and useful occupations. They are 
under the spre ial charge of the Sisters of Charity, who 


various 


spare no pains to indoctrinate them in the principles of 


religion, to impart useful information, ete. 


Separate 
bath-rooms are provided for both sexes. 


In short, the 
whole establishment seems complete in all its departments, 
clean, and well ventilated, and reflects the highest credit 
The Santissima Trintta di Pellegrini is 
the great convalescent hospital of Rome, containing full 
five hundred beds, and affording relief to more than 11,000 
patients annually. It was founded by St. Philip Neri in 
1550, and was destined for the reception of pilgrims on 
their visit to Rome during Jubilee and Holy Week, as 
well as on other occasions, Bonifxce VIIT. instituted the 
Jubilee in the year 1300, and this has been the great 
source of pilgrimage to Rome, from that time to the pre- 
It was intended at first to have it take place every 
hundred years, but the time was shortened by Clement VL, 
whose seat of government was at Avignon, who ordained it 
in the year 1350; and it was further shortened to a quar- 
ter of a century by Paul II. in 1475. To succor and re- 
lieve these pilgrims, St. Philip Neri founded the con- 
fraternity of the Holy Trinity in 1550, and, in the absence 
of such, for the reception of convalescent patients from 
other hospitals. “ Paul IV, granted the confraternity a con- 
venient building for a hospital, and Clement XII. added 
refectories, in which about 1000 persons can receive their 
meals at the same time. 
pilgrims is immense, and even in ordinary years, especially at 
Faster, it is considerable. To be received they must have 
come from a distance of at least sixty miles, and have 
brought with them certificates from their bishop and parish 
priest, that the object of their journey was to visit the 
holy places. Italians are entertained for one day, Ultra- 
montanes two, Portuguese five, and so on. In the Jubilee 
of 1825 the number of pilgrims who received hospitality 
was 263,592; and the expenses of that under this head 
amounted to 64,644 dollars,” In ordinary years, however, 
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only about 4,000 of these travellers are lodged in this hos- 
pital. There has beena gradual falling off during Jubilee 
years, for we read that in 1625 as many as 582,169 were 
entertained in this hospital, and in 1728, 382,140. 

The wards in this establishment are of immense size, I 
should judge over three hundred feet in length, and corre- 
sponding proportions, Two are appropriated solely as eating- 
saloons for pilgrims, of whom there are several hundred 
every day, at meals; they are also furnished with com- 
fortable lodging in the dormitories. There is a large 
church or chapel connected with the hospital. There 
are two large rooms connected with this hospital set 
apart for the bathing of the feet of the poor pilgrims 
on the Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of Holy Week. 
The rooms are about forty by twenty-five feet, with a seat 
running around the walls, and beneath are niches each 
holding a wooden foot-tub of five or six gallons’ capacity, 
in which the Roman nobility, and several of the cardinals 
and other high church dignitaries, perform the office of 
washing feet. The tubs are all numbered, and I noticed 
that there were seventy-two in each room. Ladies of the 
highest rank, including the Queen of Naples and other 
princesses, perform the same office for the poor women. 
As a religious custom I have no objection to it—indved, it 
has many beautiful features about it, and scripture can be 
quoted in its favor; but a hygienist might wish that the 
ablutions could be extended to the whole body. The next 
hospital, in the order of visitation, was La Consolazione, 
situated near the Tarpeian Rock, now reduced by accumu- 
lations of rubbish to about thirty feet in height. It stands 
at the base of the Capitoline Hill, and was founded and 
enlarged by Cesar Borgia. Its main hall is about two 
hundred feet long, and contained ninety beds, of which 
forty only were occupied. The present Pope has added a 
new wing to this, containing about twenty beds. The 
width of the halls, forty feet, and the great height of the 
ceiling, allow of two beds to be placed at each side, as at 
San Spirito, should occasion require. It is appropriated to 
patients of both sexes for surgical diseases, especially acci- 
dents, as wounds, burns, fractures, etc. Being situated 
near the populous quarters of the Monti and Trastavere, 
most of the cases of stabbing are taken to it, and it is never 
free of cases of this kind, I witnessed a post-mortem exa- 
mination here of a poor fellow who had been stabbed in 
the thigh, wounding both femoral artery and vein, and 
although the artery had been tied, he died of venous 
hemorrhage twenty-one days after the accident. The 
wards were perfectly clean, and admirably ventilated by 
the large windows above and openings in the walls below 
near the floor. The beds, which were about five feet 
apart, were good, clean, and comfortable, the bedsteads of 
iron, and everything bespoke the utmost care and atten- 
tion. The brick floor, as usual, was the only drawback. 
Six secular clergymen constantly reside in a house attach- 
ed to the hospital, which is also attended by Jesuits and 
other religious orders. A number of novices also give their 
constant attention to the sick. Here, also, there is a hand- 
some chapel, the altar of which is visible from every side, 
where mass is daily celebrated for the benefit of the pa- 
tients. From all I have seen and heard, I can haye no 
doubt that this salutary provision for the comfort and con- 
solation of the patient is of great value in aiding the efforts 
of the physician and contributing towards a cure, and I 
cannot withhold my tribute of admiration for a clergy who 
show such fearlessness, faithfulness, zeal, and devotion, in 
promoting the spiritual and temporal interests of the afflict- 
ed poor—an example worthy of all imitation by the re- 
ligious, both clerical and lay, of all Protestant denomina- 
tions. On the opposite side of the street is the hospital for 
women. There were but thirty or forty patients, but 
everything betokened the best management. The hall 
was large, clean, and well aired, and similar arrangements 
as regards chapel, etc., as in the male department. There 
is a small museum in this hospital, containing some beauti- 
ful wax preparations by Professor Sartori. There are also 
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some handsome dissections showing the nerves of the arm 
and leg, ete. One or more physicians are always in atten- 
dance here, ready to attend any cases that may be brought 
in. 
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SATURDAY, JULY 25, 1863. 


RIOTS AND THEIR PREVENTION. 


Amone the improvements which the Emperor of France is 
said to have recently introduced into Paris, is the removal 
of a large group of thickly clustered but dilapidated and 
wretched tenement houses, and the conversion of the site 
into a public square. The work was undertaken ostensibly 
to beautify that portion of the city. Those familiar with 
the history of these abodes of poverty, however, remember 
this locality as the place where have originated many of the 
most terrible riots with which that city has been visited ; 
and they shrewdly suspect that the real motive of the 
Emperor was to destroy the nidus of future mobs and re- 
volutionary movements. The example is one worthy of 
imitation, in a modified sense, on the part of our city, as 
we shall demonstrate. 

During the past week New York has gone through one of 
those ordeals of anarchy so common in European cities 
Within a few hours of the 
commencement of riotous proceedings the civil authorities 
were completely ashore, and in the universal agitation 
of society the very dregs seemed to float to the surface, 
and surged to and fro along the streets and avenues, 
uncontrollable elements of destruction. 


during civil commotions. 


Business was 
suspended ; public conveyances ceased their rounds; places 
of public amusement were deserted, and a pall of gloom 
hung over the city as if some terrible judgment was 
impending. Few citizens were seen abroad, but at every 
turn were groups of persons seldom if ever before met 
in the more respectable parts of the town, Their garments 
were ragged and filthy, and their faces, stamped with every 
crime, gleamed with the ferocity of unbridled passions. 
Individual acts of violence occurred on every hand, and this 
terrible carnival of murder and arson culminated on the 
first day in a grand ovation to the demon of the mob in 
the conflagration of an orphan asylum over the heads of 
several hundreds of helpless, homeless, and fatherless chil- 
dren. No mob can show a blacker record than that which 
disgraced New York on July 14, 15, and 16, 1863. 

The various political and social phases of this great riot 
will be largely discussed in the daily papers, but there 
are some things worthy of record as gathered from a pro- 
fessional standpoint. It is a noticeable fact that the rioters 
represented for the most part the lowest and most aban- 
doned class of the poor. They proceeded from those dis- 
tricts of the city notorious for their filthy and unpoliced 
streets, and wretched and uninhabitable tenement houses. 
Here live and grovel in darkness, filth, drunkenness, and 
disease, a large population, roughly estimated at twenty 
thousand, The following description of this class, as drawn 
by Mr. N. P. Wits, an eyewitness to the scenes of arson 
and murder during the late riot, will be recognised as 
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truthful by every physician whose duties may have led him 
into these abodes of wretchedness :— 


“The high brick blocks and closely packed houses in this 

neighborhood seemed to be literally hives of sickness and 
vice. Curiosity to look on, at the fire raging so near them, 
brought every inhabitant to the porch or window, or as- 
sembled them in ragged and dirty groups on the sidewalk 
in front. Probably not a creature, who could move, was 
left in-door at that hour. And it is wonderful to see, and 
difficult to believe, that so much misery, and disease, and 
wretchedness, can be huddled together and hidden by 
high walls, unvisited and unthought of, so near our own 
abodes. The lewd, but pale and sickly young women, scarce 
decent in their ragged attire, were impudent, and cattered 
everywhere in the crowd. But what numbers of these 
poorer classes are deformed, what numbers are made hide- 
ous by self-neglect and infirmity, and what numbers are 
paralytics, drunkards, imbecile, or idiotic, forlorn in their 
poverty-stricken abandonment for this world! Alas! human 
faces look so hideous with hope and vanity all gone! And 
female forms and features are made so frightful by sin, 
squalor, and debasement. To walk the streets as we walk- 
ed them, for those hours of conflagration and riot, was like 
a fearful witnessing of the day of judgment, with every 
wicked thing revealed, every sin and sorrow blazingly 
glared upon, every hidden horror and abomination laid 
bare, before hell’s expectant fire. We have not made the 
character of ‘the mob’ a part of our description—it has 
been done so fully by the daily journals, But we must add 
our confirmatory remark upon one peculiarity of the con- 
fessed rioters. There were no vecent Jrish men among 
them. Irish they all were—every soul of them—but they 
were the dirty, half-drunken, brutal rowdies, who are the 
leprosy of that fair-skinned race. They were the filthy 
pustules of an eruption on the Irish skin—not to be 
accounted part of the natural complexion of the blood, but 
starved down and purged away like a diseased excess. In 
ordinary life, such fellows sneak about, and hide from day- 
light, in places where they can drink, and debauch, and 
contrive wickedness ; but here—where this grand fire made 
them feel like masters, and gave them impudence for the 
hour—they were the pictures of saucy beggars, half- 
drunken brutes and robbers, longing to put a clutch upon 
your throat, and empty your pockets.” 
It was also noticeable that while business was 
generally suspended, every establishment where liquor is 
sold was open, and crowded with customers, Many of the 
more central grogshops had been previously supplied with 
money by the chief conspirators, and were directed to 
give the crowd unstinted measure whenever it made its 
demand. This was done, and it is due principally to 
liquor that the inhuman barbarities were practised upon 
individuals, and many of the attempts of arson were 
made. Hundreds of industrious laborers driven from their 
work, and left to wander about the streets, were thus 
made fiends of the most malicious and daring kind. Searce- 
ly an overt act of violence was perpetrated that was not 
directly traceable to intoxication. 

It would be lamentable, indeed, if the fearful lesson 
which this deeply laid conspiracy against the property and 
lives of our citizens has taught were allowed to pass unim- 
proved. Transparent as is its political significance, its 
social bearings are not less clear. We learn the source 
from which must spring every lawless outbreak against 
order, law, and the peace of society. The elements of 
popular discord are gathered in those wretchedly con- 
structed tenement houses, where poverty, disease, and 
crime find a fit abode. Here disease in its most loath- 
some form propagates itself from parent to child, more and 





body, typical of mental and moral aberrations, are seen in 
Unholy 


Trained in such a school, children grow destitute of 


every household. passions rule in the domestic cir- 
cle. 
every generous impulse, and habituated to scenes of cruelty 
and vice. Everything within and without tends to physi- 
} The 


moral degradation, 
scanty and depraved food which 


and 
which they breathe, the 


cal noisome atmosphere 


they eat, combine to dwarf the body and mind, and lead 


to the most vicious habits. Here, in the tenement houses 
of our city, we find the seeds of civil discord, of every 
species of vice and crime, always ready to germinate with 


slightest stimulation. 
the 
madden them with rum, and they rush forth prepared to 
the As long as New York 


rds the home life of this class of the poor, she nou- 


the 


Relax the legal restraints which 


surround tenants of whole 


blocks of buildings, and 


commit most fiendish acts. 


disre ra 
rishes in her bosom a viper which any day may inflict a 
fatal wound. 

The great and patent prevention for riots like that which 
we is radical reform of the homes of the 


have witnessed 


poor. No family circle can be practically virtuous which 
grovels in the cellar or the garret, deprived of the sunlight 
and fresh air; nor can a family be very vicious which 
enjoys airy and spacious rooms, and is surrounded by the 


health-giving influences of pure air, sunlight, cleanliness, 


and thrift. Every family in this city could be thus accom- 
modated, did our authorities care to undertake the work. 
The old rookeries in crowded and filthy districts should be 
Tene- 


for families, with 


destroyed, and new and convenient houses built, 


ment houses can be made convenient 
suflicient air-space and sunlight, proper rooms for cooking, 
eating 

landlord 


pelled to do so by the rigid enforcement of law. 


and sleeping, and still But no 


the wants of his tenants until com- 


be remunerative. 
will consult 
To ac- 
complish this necessary and now imperative reform, we 
must have a clean Board of Health. An enterprise involv- 
ing such important municipal improvements will never be 
carried successfully forward by a mere political official. 
No that the spirits 
should be placed under more stringent regulations, At 
present the largest license is given, or at least. taken, and 


less important is it retail of ardent 


a rising mob finds at every corner the maddening draught 
awaiting its arrival. Dram-drinking, hke prostitution, is 
one of those terrible social evils which every philan- 
thropist wishes blotted out of existence, but which is still 
subjected to only a very modified control. This control 
should be more absolute than at present. 
popular excitement every grog-shop should be closed, and 
the sale of liquors made penal, 

If the reforms which we have suggested could now be 
effected, the terrible lesson which New York has learned 
would not be in vain. 


THE WEEK. 


Tne Coroners of New York enjoyed a very fine harvest du- 


ring the riots. They seem to have gone through their 
We cannot learn that 
any investigation has yet been instituted by a coroner in 
regard to the circumstances attending the deaths of the 
persons concerned, 


inquests with remarkable despatch, 


We trust it is not true, as alleged, 
that not a Coroner has dared to examine a case or make 
an autopsy, lest he should incur the displeasure of the 


In times of 


OBITUARY. . 
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more aggravated with each generation. Deformities of the 
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mob. Such imbecility in county officers, not less important 
than the Sheriff, would deserve the severest censure. 
Severat striking differences are noticeable between soldiers 
and rioters. The soldier seldom admits that his wound 
was received in the back, but the rioter always places him- 
self in the position of retreat when describing the manner 
of receiving his wound. Again, the soldier will seldom 
part with the missile which is removed from his wound, 
prizing it as a most honorable evidence of his bravery ; the 
rioter, on the contrary, does not wish to retain this witness 
to his shame and crime, 


One of the most deplorable results of an attempt to sup- 
press mobs by military force is the destruction or maiming 
of the innocent. Of the three or four score wounded taken 
The 
wounds are of the most frightful character, and will leave 
permanent deformity. 


to the hospitals several were little boys and girls. 


Obituary. 
JOHN WATSON, M.D. 


Dr. Jonn Watson was born in Londonderry, Ireland, in 
April, 1807. His parents (of Scotch descent) emigrated to 
this country in 1810, and in 1818 became residents of this 
city. Young Watson received a good English education, 
with some instruction in the Greek and Latin languages, 
but his circumstances did not permit him to enter college. 
For two years he was engaged in school-teaching as a 
means of support. In 1827 he entered the office of Prof. 
J. M. Smith as a student of medicine, where he was dis- 
tinguished for his industry and most assiduous devotion to 
study, taking full notes of all the lectures, with daily 
attendance upon clinical instruction at the New York 
Hospital. Before his graduation he served as house sur- 
geon at the hospital, and after passing a most creditable 
examination the degree of Doctor of Medicine was con- 
ferred upon him, in March, 1832. In 1833 he was ap- 
pointed one of the attending physicians of the New York 
Dispensary, in Centre street, and retained the office for 
several years. In the spring of 1835 he spent a few 
months in Great Britain and on the Continent, in company 
with an invalid family: thus having afforded him an excel- 
lent opportunity of visiting medical schools and hospitals, 
as well as of forming many valuable acquaintances among 
the most distinguished of the profession, with niany of 
whom he continued in active correspondence in after life. 
In 1836 he was, with others, instrumental in forming the 
New York Medical and Surgical Society. In 1837, in 
connexion with Drs. Swett, Beales, Bulkley, Adams, and 
Roberts, he established the “ Broome Street Infirmary,” 
and in the following year the same parties, in conjunction 
with Drs. Post, Buck, Macdonald, and Vandervoort, esta- 
blished the “ Broome Street School of Medicine,” with 
courses of lectures in the spring and fall during the college 
recess, Dr, Watson filled the chair of Surgical Pathology 
for three years, when the school became merged in the 
spring course of the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 
Having been appointed in 1838 one of the surgeons of the 
New York Hospital, he first introduced regular clinical 
instruction by courses of lectures, although to Dr. A. H. 
Stevens is due the honor of having first delivered occa- 
sional clinical lectures in this institution. Dr. Watson here 
was instrumental in establishing many reforms, more espe- 
cially as regards heating and ventilation, upon which sub- 
jects he published a valuable monograph in 1851. He 








continued twenty-four years in office. In 1839 Drs. Swett 
and Watson established the New York Medical and Surgi- 











ARES = MIR BI os 


1D I agp 








he 


he 
in 


Re OIE tem 


2 aE Ta 


ARES 


American Medical Times, 


cal Journal, published quarterly; it was conducted with 
great ability, and was well patronized, but closed its career 
alter two years’ existence, the expenses having, as usual, 
eaten up the profits. In 1837 Dr. Watson accepted pro- 
positions from Dr, Alex. H. Stevens to become his asso- 
ciate in practice, and, upon the retirement of Dr. Stevens 
in 1849, sueceeded to a large and most lucrative business. 
This was the turning-point of his career, and determined 
the fortunes of his after life. In 1847 he took an active 
part in the organization of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, and also of the New York Academy of Medicine, 
although, for private reasons, he did not become a fellow 
of the Academy until many years after. He was twice 
elected Orator, and in 1859 had the honor of being chosen 
its President. In the spring of 1862 the insidious ap- 
proaches of his fatal malady, scirrhus of the rectum, first 
manifested themselves, and he was debarred from the 
active exercise of professional duties. He was confined to 
his room and to his couch for more than twelve months 
previous to his decease, and during this long period of suf- 
fering displayed great fortitude and resignation. His death 
occurred on the morning of the 3d of June. Dr. Wat- 
son, though not a learned man in the strictest sense of the 
term, was yet familiar with the writings of the early Greek 
and Roman medical authors, and, through translations, 
with the Arabic. It was his pride and pleasure to collect 
together without regard to expense the best editions of the 
early writers on medicine, and he has left behind him in 
this regard the most valuable private library in this coun- 
try. He was a voluminous writer, as the medical journals 
for the last thirty years bear testimony, in monographs and 
published cases; but the greatest efforts of his pen will 
appear in his posthumous publications. These are enti- 
tled, “The Obscurities of Disease,” “ Clinical Acumen, or 
Sources of Misjudgment in the Study of Disease,” and 
“A History of Medicine.” Ardent in his attachments, 
impulsive and irritable in his temperament, but not vin- 
dictive, a learned and skilful practitioner, a judicious coun- 
sellor, his death has created a blank in the profession not 
easily filled; while his career presents a remarkable in- 
stance of successful industry under early disadvantages, 
and an example worthy of all imitation. “ Vale, in eter- 
num, vale,” J. G, A. 





Correspondence. 


tEMARKS ON THE ORDER OF THE SURGEON- 
GENERAL. 


[To the Editor of the American Meprcar Tives.] 


Sir:—I was much gratified with the timely and temperate 
remarks upon Circular No, 6, of Surgeon-General Ham- 
mond, contained in the editorial of your issue for the 20th 
ult. ; and the speech of Surgeon Cox, and the letter of the Sur- 
geon-General, which have appeared in the two subsequent 
numbers, give promise that the spirit which dictated the 
circular, and the facts on which it rests, will presently come 
to be understood and appreciated by all candid and discri- 
minating medical men, whether in the army or in civil life. 

The atlair, as put by the ~eseliedhy ones: is very simple 
and pointed, viz.: from oflicial reports of Inspectors, Medi- 
cal and Sanitary, and from modern pathology, he learns 
that calomel and tartar emetic are very much abused by 
military surgeons, are not essential to the proper manage- 
ment of diseases incident to soldiers, and that the evil aris- 
ing from the abuse of drugs in the army outweighs the good 
that flows from their proper administration. 

If honestly convinced of these premises, the Surgeon- 
General would be guilty of a dereliction of duty and great 
inhumanity if he had not done just what he did do, Then 
what is there in his action to make heat and bad blood among 
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medical men? And yet there has been manifested an aspe- 
rity of feeling and an intemperance of language by some 
members of the profession rarely, if ever, before witnessed. 
This intense perturbation is only to be accounted for on the 
theory that there is in the profession a species of fetichism, 
whereof calomel is the idol, and the Surgeon-General is 
cursed as an iconoclast by these disciples with all the bit- 
terness and blindness common to heathen idolators, 

Measured by the rule usually applied to the interpreta- 
tion of public documents, nothing can be found in the cir- 
cular asserting general ignorance in military surgeons, or in 
anywise reflecting upon private practitioners, It implies 
what every one knew before, that there are some ignorant 
and incompetent surgeons in the army. From the hands 
of such unwise practitioners the Surgeon-General takes the 
flaming swords of calomel and tartar emetic: all others 
know how to treat disease as well without these agents as 
with them. He has, therefore, by a happy expedient, 
devised a means of preventing the incompetent from doing 
mischief with two powerful drugs, and has not thereby 
taken anything essential from the hands of the competent. 

The asserted inconsistency of the Surgeon-General in 
cutting off the supply of calomel and permitting unob- 
structed access to the other preparations of mercury, is, in 
fact, a conclusive evidence that he proceeds upon ajust and 
enlightened understanding. He has no quarrel with mer- 
cury: it is an excellent medicine, and he leaves seven dif- 
ferent preparations of it in the supply table for the army, 
obtainable as all other drugs are obtained. Calomel has 
been abused, has caused great and unnecessary mischief, 
and he has, therefore, placed it, not entirely out of reach, 
but in such position that special exertions are required to 
obtain it. This will serve, not only as a very pointed cau- 
tion in the use of calomel, but also act as an excellent 
monitor to the judicious exhibition of all mercurials, and go 
far towards abolishing the evils arising from the careless 
administration of them. 

Comparatively few physicians now prescribe calomel and 
tartar emetic to the extent it was done a few years since ; 
and there are some who discard these drugs almost entirely, 
using the milder and less perturbating medicines of the 
same classes to accomplish the ends formerly sought to be 
attained through their agency. Probably no one familiar 
with the present state of medical science and the resources 
of our pharmacopeeia, regards calomel and tartar emetic as 
indispensable agents in the treatment of disease; doubtless 
many look upon them as great conveniences, but that is the 
highest position that can ut present be claimed for them, 

Let the profession give this circular, and the effects it 
will produce, a calm, unprejudiced, and deliberate consi- 
deration, and I venture the prediction that it will prove a 
boon, not only to the army and military surgeons, but also 
to the people and civil practitioners of medicine, 

Yours ete., 


Jas. *. Hispern, M.D. 
t1cnMOND, Inp., July 10, 1863, 


Army Medical Intelligence, 


ORDERS, CHANGES, &e. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, No. 804. 


War Department, ApJ. Gen't’s Orrice, 
WasHINGTON, July 9, 1563, 

2. Surgeon W. Clendenin, U.S.V., will report without delay to the 
Commanding General, Department of the Cumberland, for duty. 

5. So much of Special Orders 126, current series, from this Office, as 
dismisses Surgeon W. D. Stewart, U.S.V., is by direction of the Pre- 
sident revoked, and he is hereby reinstated in his former position in the 
army. 

17. Assistant-Surgeon James F, Weeds, U.S.A., is, on account of sick- 
ness, hereby relieved from duty in the Department of the Cumberland, 
and will report in person without delay to the Surgeon-General, 

By order of the Secretary of War, 
E. D. Townsenn, 
Asat, Adjutant-General, 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, No, 279. 


Was Deranrwent, Ads, Gen'.'s Orrica, 
W asuinoton, June 24, 156i. 


2 The following assignment of medical officers is hereby made: 

Assistant Surgeon James M. Shearer, 12th Pennsylvania Reserve Corps, 
now on duty with his regiment, to report to the Medical Direotor, De- 
partinent of Washington, for hospital duty 

Assistant-Surgeon W. F. Norris, U.S.A, recently appointed, to report 
to the Medical Direetor, Department of Washington 

Assistant Surgeon Michael Hillary, U.S.A. recently appointed, to re- 
Medical Director, Middle Department, at Ballimore, Md 

Assistant-Surgeon KRadward Cowles, U.S.A., recently appointed, to re- 
port to Surgeon W. S. King, U.S.A., Medical Director, Deparunent eof 
the Susquehanoa, at Harrisburg, Pa 

Assistant-Surgeon S. M. Horton, U.S.A, now on duty at Memphis, 
Teun, to repert to Colonel M.S. Howe, 8d United States Cavalry, for 
duty with bis regiment, 

Assistant-Surgeon W. KR. Ramsey, U.S.A., now on duty with the Army 
of the Potomac, to take charge of the General Hospital at Chester, Pa, 

Surgeon L. H. Holden, U.S.A. now on leave of absence, to proceed 
toe Pittsburg, Pa, and report to Major-General Brooks, as Medical Di- 
reetor of the Department of the N ’ 

Assistant-Surgeon KT. Whittingham, U.S.A... now on duty in the 
Army of the Potomac, to report tn person te the Surgevn-tieneral for 
duty to ‘his Oftice 

Assistant-Surgeon C. D. Brooks, 26th Michigan Vols. now on duty in 
this city, to join bis regiment without delay 

Assistant-Surgeon Warren Webster, U.S A, now on sick leave for 
New York, to repert for duty to Surgeon Charles McDougall, U 8.A., 
Medical Director, Department of the East 

By order of the Secretary of War, 
. LD. Tow ssenp, 
Asst. Adjutant-General. 


pert to the 


SPECIAL ORDERS, No. 258, 


Wak Devranrwenr, Abs. Gey't's Orricg, 
W asuineton, June 27, 1808. 


8. Surgeon John F. Head, U.S.A. having been detailed as member of a 
Boant of Ofticers, to assemble at Columbus, Ohio, on the Ist July, 1868, 
for the examination of Officers who may repert at that place, under 
General Orders Nos, 61 and 100 of 1562, from the War Department, is 
relieved from duty as Medical Director at Louisville, Ky., to enable him 
to sit on said Board, 

By order of the Secretary of War, 
k. D. Townsenp, 
Asst. Adjutant-General. 


Medical Res. 
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Tur Paystorocy or Mormonisa.—By Charles C. Furley, 
M.D., Assist. Surg. U.S.A.—A marked physiological infe- 
riority strikes the stranger, from the first, as being one of 
th racteristics of this people. A certain fecbleness 
and emaciation of person is common amongst every class, 

re, and sex; while the countenances of almost all are 

ugled air of imbecility and brutal fero- 
in fact, is their true character; they being 
and yielding to their superiors—to strangers 
sullen and spiteful, while among themselves they are cold 
and unamiable. In the 
evidences of conscious degradation, or the bold and defi- 
ant look of habitual and hardened sensuality—the women, 
with but few exceptions, shrinking from the gaze of the 
stranger, as if fully alive to the false and degraded position 
they are forced to oceupy. seer overwhelmed 
with shame; others wear a forlorn and haggard appear- 
ance; While a few put on a cheerful air, affecting to be 
satistied with their sad condition.—Med. Press. 
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Messrs. Woop, of New York, are about to publish a 
work on the Diseases of the Ear, their Diagnosis and Treat- 
ment, by Dr. Von Tréltsch, Surgeon and Lecturer in 
Warzburg, Bavaria, translated and edited by D. B. Sr. 
Jounx Roosa, M.D., late House Surgeon in the New York 
Hospital, Surgeon for the Eye and Ear in the N. E. Dis- 


peosary. 


Pror. F. H. Hamitrox, Medical Inspector U. 8. Army, 
has recently been twice made a prisoner by Morgan's 
guerilla band, The first time they stole his baggage and 
hen set him free; the second time he was immediately 


released. 





Amertean Mecieal Timea, 
METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, 
Abstract of the Oficial Report. 
From the 6th day of July to the 18th day of July, 1868, 
Deaths.— Men, 72; women, 96; boys, 160; girls, 189; total, 467, 
168; children, 200; males, 232; females, 285; colored, 6. Infants under 
two years of age, 208. Children born of native parents, 24; foreign, 275. 
Among the causes of death we notice ;—Apoplexy, 9; infantile convul- 
sions, 17; eroup, 10; diphtherite, 10; scarlet fever, 20; typhus and typhoid 
fevers, 11; consamption, 55; small-pox, 0; measles, 7; dropsy in head, 29; 
infantile marasmus, 21; cholera infantum, 58; inflammation of brain, 14; 
of bowels, 185 of lungs, 21; bronchitis, 6; congestion of brain, 0; of lungs, 
0; erysipelas, 4; diarrhwa and dysentery, 22. 253 deaths occurred from 
acute diseases, and 48 from violent causes, 282 were native, and 135 
foreign; of whom 96 came from Ireland; 51 died in the City Charities ; 


of whom 17 were in Bellevue Hospital, and 2 died in the Immigrant 
lustitution, 


THE CITY 


Adults, 


Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No, 57 Essex street, New York. 
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Rewanks.—Sth, Sultry; very light rain during the day. 6th, Sultry; 
very light rain a.m. Tth, Sultry; fog a.m. Sth, Sultry; easterly rain 
storm em. 9th, N.E. storm early a.m.; rain fall over two inches. 10th, 
Kain early; rain also from 11 a.m, to 84g p.m.; sultry, Ith, Rain early; 
sultry day. Rain for the week, three inches, 





INSTRUCTIONS 
AND DISCHARGING 


SOLDIERS. 


ENLISTING 


We have in press, and nearly ready for publication, anew work— 
“ON DISQUALIFYING AND FEIGNED DISEASES, AND ON 
ENLISTING AND DISCHARGING SOLDIERS.” 
Designed as a Manual of Instructions for the Recruiting Officer and Exa- 
mining Surgeon, 
BY DR. ROBERTS BARTHOLOW, U.S.A., 
Surgeon McDougall General Hospital, Fort Schuyler, New York. 
12mo. 
[Adopted by the Surgeon-General eg Issue to Medical Officers of the 
Ariey. 
J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Pusuisiers, 
715 and 717 Market Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


In one vol. 





American Journal of Ophthalmology 
JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D., Eprror. 


The 6th number of this Journal, completing the FIRST VOLUME, is 
in preparation, 


The First Volume will be sent Free of Postage, bound in Cloth, for 
2 50; in Paper covers, for $2 00. 


Subscription Price for Vol. IL, $2 00, 
BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
440 Broadway, New York. 


Spon ge Tents and Compressed Sponge, 
Manufactured by 
MAS ON, 


Dispensing Chemist, 
251 Erentu Avenve, corn. Twenty-tTurp Street, New York, 
Are used by the leading Physicians of New York, and are far superior 
to while the price is considerably below that of the imported. 


A. 


Dr, Squibb’s preparations invariably used in the Dispensing Department, 
Trusses, Elastic Stockings, Supporters, Shoulder Braces, ete. 


SPECIAL NOTICES, 
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CRAIG MICROSCOPE. 

This is the best and cheapest microscope in the world for 
2 most practical purposes. It magnifies about 100 diameters, 

or 10,000 times, and requires neither skill nor patience to 
use it. The seed is about that most frequently required 
in making microscopic examinations, and it will be found 
exceedingly convenient even for those who have more ex- 
pensive and complicated instruments, while for physicians 
who have no microscope, it ts invaluable. 

It will be sent by mail, postage paid, on the receipt of 
$2.25, or with six beautiful mounted objects for $3, or with 
24 objects for $5. Address 

HENKY CRAIG, 182 Centre St, N.Y. 

A liberal discount to the trade, 

ot 
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BARK.” —This elegant and valuable medicinal preparation was intro- 
duced to the notice of the Faculty of this city in 1890, by 4. Mifhau, the 
sole Inventor and Manufacturer, at which date none of those numerous 
firms were In existence, who, rather than give a new name to a new article, 
bave found it more convenient within a few years to appropriate the above 
extensively and favorably known title; it is therefore presumable that 
physicians in prescribing, as for over thirty years, have reference solely to 
the original article made by 





J. Miramar & Son, 
Wholesale Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 188 Broadway, N.Y. 
Sole agents for Fuexncn Antipioian Eves: bave always a large assortment 
on hand, and will furnish to order a single eye, of any desired pattern, in 
thirty days. Agents for the majority of, and Importers of all the French 
medicines in vogue 
Eyes in sets of 120, for oculists. 


MANUAL OF 
rorpraT TO . ) , hte wpogy TO 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR MILITARY SURGEONS, 
On the Examination of Recruits and Discharge of Soldiers, 
With an Appendix containing the Official Regulations of the Provost 
Marshal General's Bureau, and those for the formation of 
the Invalid Corps, etc., ete, 

Prepared at the request of the Sanitary Commission, by 
JOUN ORDRONAUX, M.D., 
Prof. of Med. Jurisprudence, Columbia College, N.Y. 
Half Morocco, Price $1 50, 


Copies sent by Mail Free on receipt of Price. 
Just pul, lished by 
D. VAN NOSTRAND, 
192 Broadway, N. Y. 


Just Published. 


HAMMOND'S HYGIENE, 


A TREATISE ON TIYGIENH,!} 


WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 
r | ’ ry a ‘ x y “Ny. 
THE MILITARY SERVICE. 
By WILLIAM A. HAMMOND, M.D., 
SURGEON-GENERAL U.S.A. 
In one Vol. 8vo. Illustrated with numerous Cuts of Medical Instru- 
ments, Plans of Hospitals, ete., ete. 
Price $5 00, 
J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO.,, 
Pusiisners, 715 and 717 Market St., 
Philadelphia. 





JUST PUBLISHED, 


Bulletin of the New York Academy 


of Medicine Vol. 1. 1861-62. Svo. cloth, pp. 558. $1 50. Ifto 
be sent by mail 86c. extra must be remitted. Subscriptions received for 
Vol. 2, 1863, $1 00 payable in advance. 
BAILLIERE BROS,, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 








MESSRS, BAILLIERE BROTHERS __ 


Beg to inform the 


MEDICAL PROFESSION 


And STUDENTS, that having purchased a stock of the publications of 
MESSRS. BLANCHARD & LEA, LIPPINCOTT & 
CO, LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Ere. 

They are prepared to sell all the publications ‘Bf these Houses at a VERY 


LIBERAL DISCOUNT FOR CasH. Prices will be given on application and 
orders are respectfully solicited, 
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of Surgical Instri- 
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CHATHAM STREET, 


NEW YORK. 
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Orthopedical, 
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and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, ete., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

2 Morbus Coxarius, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 


kings for Varieose Veins, Electric Machines, Ear-Trampets 
ints, Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, ete 


) A ‘tificial Lees and 
| ee Selpho's Patent, 516 Broadway, 
| New ork, is the best substitute for lost ae A 
limbs i world of science has ever invented — 
(Established 24 vears Send for pamphlet 
A Soldiers supplied free, by order of the 
V——S 


Surgeon-General, 
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VACCINE 
irus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
i forn rig isms 


ised by the leading physicians of this city; put A in 
1 to any part of the world. Prices—single 
three, $2; sing! Laryte ighth-dav lyinph, on pointed quill 
1D cts; fifteen points, $15 single charge, on convex surface of section of 
quill, 20 cts.; ten, $1. Crusts from $1 to $5 according w weight. 
Addr 


rn Dispen New York 
A REMARKABLE INVENTION IN ARTIFICLAL 
BY 


DOUGLAS BLY, M.D. 


AN ANATOMICAL LEG, 


mer tr . : ate — 
THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 
The latter is At Ree to RuiGiene by the U, S. Go- 
vernment, without charce, by applying 
to Dr. B Li.” 

By frequent aay ons Dr. Bly has succeeded in embodving the » prin. 
ci} of the natural leg in ao artificial one, and in giving it late ral or side 
motion at the ain the is the natural one by so doing he has pr 
duced the most complete jal successful invention ever attained in artifi- 
cla 

ee A pamphlet, containir 
hi d without charge by addre 


the best 


tube, co ets; ote 


ss, Easts sary, 57 Essex Street, 
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¢ full description and illustrations, can be 


DOUGLAS BLY, ™1.D., 
New York City, or Ry New York, or 
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put alo Medical and Surgical Journal. 
A MONTHLY PERLODI AL. 


Yhe Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medieal Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews, Cor- 
respendenee, Army News, ete., ete. ; including the usual variety of Medi- 
cal Periodical Publ Specimen copies sent on application. Terms 
$1.00 @ year, m adounce, 

J. F. MINER, M_D., 


Editor Bugfiulo Med, und Surg. Jour., 
Buttalo, oe 


. Which are 
, ele 


ieations. 


|): Munde’s W ater -Cure Est: ablish- 


ment at Florence, Mass, (near Northampton), is large and commo- 
us. Being very pleasantly situated among the hills of one of the heal- 
thiest parts of New Pinal ud, and abundantly supplied with the purest and 
coldest granite weer (no ice being ever required for evoling it), it offers a 
desirable resort to the profession for such patients as need pure mountam 
arr, ererciae, a plitin nourishing diet, aud rest from the turmoil of cities 

nd business, with, or withont, the applications of 
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Original Peetures, 
DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS 
IN CHILDREN. 

BEING A COU RSE OF LECTURES PREPARED FOR DELIVERY DURING THE SPRING 
SESSION OF 1562 IN THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, N, Y, 
BY THE LATE 
C. VAN ALEN ANDERSON, MD., 

PHYSICIAN TO CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT, DEMILT DISPENSARY, N. Y. 
LECTURE IV.—PART IL. 
PERTUSSIS—ITS COMPLICATIONS, 


Fixatiy, gentlemen, hooping-cough may be complicated 
with some of the exanthemata, particularly with measles, 
to which it seems to be in some mysterious way related, 
In the majority of cases the convulsive cough succeeds the 
appearance of the eruption. The cough of the catarrh of 
rubeola, instead of dying away with the other symptoms, 
continues, becomes more frequent, especially at night, and 
soon assumes the kinks and the hoop; there we have the 
injection of the face, the vomiting, the expectoration of 
ropy mucus, and, in a word, all the symptoms of pertussis. 
This form of the complaint possesses neither its usual vio- 
lence nor its usual persistence ; but, on the other hand, is 
very strongly inclined to run into capillary bronchitis or 
pneumonia, 

As there are no distinctive post-mortem appearances in 
a case of simple hooping-cough—as its ese e: depends 
chietly upon its complications, and as upon dissection we 
find only alterations that are due to them—the disease can 
hardly be said to have any pathology; but numerous and 
widely differing opinions have prevailed as to its nature. 

It has been regarded as attributable to the inhalation of 
the eggs of a minute species of insect—to some irritating 
effluvia cast off from the blood into the lungs—to derange- 
ment of the intestinal canal—to a morbid change in the 
liver—to crude and bilious matter in the stomach—to in- 
flammation of the larynx or bronchi, and to peculiar irrita- 
bility of the glottis. | Many authors consider that it is ow- 
ing to disease of the brain and its membranes, and others 
again that it is essentially nervous or spasmodic, its true 
seat being undetermined. 

The mode of death, you will remember, is usually 
either through the lungs or the brain; and it is in these 
organs that we shall find nearly all the structural lesions 
of importance. The vessels of the brain and its mem- 
branes are frequently discovered distended with blood, 
though this is not an invariable appearance, for it is some- 
times absent even in cases of convulsion and coma; soften- 
ing of the brain-substance is exceedingly rare; but we 
may now and then find a collection of blood in the ven- 
tricles. 

The lungs present the anatomical changes which we 
know to result from the pulmonary complications. The 
mucous membrane of the bronchial tubes is more or less 
red, and their cavity is filled by mucus or by muco- 
purulent fluid. Several authors also notice a decided in- 
crease in the calibre of the air tubes, which is one of the 
consequences of inflammation of them. We may also 
discover more or less extensive collapse of the lung, 
characterized by the solidity and violet hue which we 
have before noticed. And to these may be added the 
lesions of pneumonia or of tuberculosis, 

Dr. James Duncan seems to have hit upon the true 
idea of hooping-cough when he proposed to class it 
with the eruptive fevers; and however extraordinary this 
notion may appear at first sight, a little consideration will 
convince us of its value, It is evident that, while there 
is some disarrangement of the nervous system in pertussis, 
we can hardly call that a nervous disorder which attacks 
an individual but once in his lifetime, which is often 
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epidemic, and sometimes contagious; but, on the contrary, 
we all know that these qualities belong peculiarly to the 
exanthemata, Like these febrile diseases, hooping-cough 
is oftenest met with in infancy and childhood, is preceded 
by a period of incubation and by a period of precursory 
symptoms, has a stage of augmentation and a stage of de- 
cline. It is also more closely allied with measles, because, 
like it, it often follows epidemic catarrh, is complicated 
by bronchitis and pneumonia, and terminates frequently 
in tuberculosis, 

Many of its phenomena may be explained by a lesion 
which is often discovered in the bodies of those who die 
of it, namely, some disorder of the pneumogastric nerve. 
Thus, the frequent vomitings can be produced by an in- 
fluence propagated through the filaments which ramify 
upon the stomach, The hoop which follows the expiratory 
cough depends on the spasmodic contraction of the glottis 
through the agency of the recurrent laryngeal. The swel'- 
ing and lividity of the face, the epistaxis, and the various 
hemorrhages which we have observed, are secondary 
phenomena resulting from the venous congestion of the 
capillaries, which is in turn caused by the complete empty- 
ing of the lungs of air. The accumulation of venous blood, 
also, in the vessels of the brain and spinal-cord, prevents a 
proper stimulation of these nervous centres, and very pro- 
bably compresses them: whence result the headache, 
drowsiness, and convulsions, that appear during the parox- 
ysm. 

” Hooping-cough being in all probability owing to some 
poison circulating in the blood, just as intermittent fever 
is, it is not unreasonable to suppose that pathological 
chemistry will at some future age furnish us with an anti- 
dote for it. But at present we are obliged to treat it very 
much as we do its relations, the eruptive fevers—that is, 
to let it run its course, and guard against its complications, 
It is a disease that is rebellious to all treatment, and yet 
we have an enormous list of specifics against it ; a fact that 
we can explain by the length of the disorder, the fatigue 
which it causes, the impatience of the parents, and the 
small success of preceding treatment—which circumstances 
induce us to try our hand at it anew. We must not 
endeavor, then, to cure the complaint, for this we cannot 
do, but our efforts should rather be directed towards modi- 
fying its intensity, and preventing its intercurrent diseases, 

To attain this object we have various means, and among 
them hygienic precautions will first engage our attention, 
The child should be kept as much as possible from cold 
and damp, but when the weather is clear and dry, it should 
have abundant exercise in the open air. Care should also 
be taken that the clothing is suitable to the season—light 
and cool in summer, warm and soft in winter—that the 
skin is kept perfectly clean, and the bowels regular, and 
that the bod be well chosen, and given at proper times, 
The meals should not be very copious, but at the same 
time they may be more frequent than usual. The milk of 
the nurse is of course the best food for an infant at the 
breast, provided we assure ourselves that the woman is in 
a proper condition to produce a healthy secretion. Older 
children will require nourishment that is easily digested, 
such as light soups, fresh eggs, plenty of milk, baked 
fruits. 

When the disease is preceded by the usual catarrhal 
stage, our treatment during that period will be extremely 
simple. As an equable temperature is desirable, our patient 
is to be confined to the house, and not allowed to wander 
about halls and passages where the irritability of the 
bronchi will be increased by draughts of cold air. A light 
and unstimulating diet, an occasional laxative, a mild 
expectorant, and if there be much wheezing, an emetic of 
ipecacuanha, every evening, will answer all indications. 

If the disease pass into the convulsive stage, the cough 
and hoop being very slight, and the paroxysms few in the 
course of the day, but two remedies will be required—care 
and time. If, however, the intensity of the disorder be 
such that we are forced to have recourse to medicine, let 
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sO as to enable it to overcome the disease, Bronchitis and 
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But as the conyulsion generally arises from the viclence of 
the cough and the repeated arrest of the circulation, our 
hopes of preventing or curing them are very slight indeed. 
Dr. Churchill, however, reports one case in which, though 
it terminated fatally, chloroform seemed to be of service. 

The treatment of the third stage of pertussis depends 
much upon the nature of the case. If its course has been 
regular, change of air is usually all that will be required. 
If the bronchi continue loaded with viscid mucus, the 
skin cold and moist, and the pulse frequent and feeble, the 
administration of from three to five grains of alum every 
hour or six hours will be found useful. Where-the com- 
plaint ends in tuberculosis, you will, of course, adopt the 
proper measures for that condition; and in all cases, even 
when the disease has been mild in its progress, you will 
be careful to avoid for a long time all circumstances which 
can give rise to pulmonary irritation. Tonics, such as 
iron or cinchona, will be needed to complete the cure. 

I have only been able to give you, gentlemen, a sketch 
of the kind of treatment that is appropriate to hooping- 
cough, In the course of your studies you will discover an 
innumerable host of specifies for it; but you will finally be- 
come convinced that you cannot arrest the disorder, and 
that your wisest course will be to palliate it so far as you 
can, to detect the complications early, and treat them 
promptly, to put your patient under a wise system of 
hygiene, and then to trust to the conservative powers of 
the greatest of all physicians—Nature. 
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REMARKS ON TIOSPITAL GANGRENE, 

By GEO. R. WEEKS, Scere. U.S.V., 
IN CHALGE OF M’CPHERSON HOBPITAL, 171 ARMY CORPS, DEPART, OF TENN. 
Wurtz on duty in the Department of the Ohio I was 
requested by Surgeon M. Goldsmith, U.S.V., to personally 
observe and report any facts of interest in regard to cases 
of “hospital gangrene” that had been treated in the 
various hospitals in Louisville, Ky., of which he was Surg.- 
in-Chief. I personally observed at that post one hundred 
and fifteen cases, and six have occurred at this hospital 
since my arrival here. 

In the collection of the facts at Louisville, Ky., I had 
access personally to many of the cases. I conferred with 
the surgeons in charge of the various hospitals, and those 
also in charge of the different wards. I also had access to 
the notes and case-books, from which sources the following 
fucts were taken, and have been reported to the Surgeon- 
General :— 

There were one hundred and fifteen cases treated in the 
various hospitals in Louisville, Ky. Of these one hundred 
and four were treated with bromine in some manner, and 
eleven by other remedies. Of those treated by bromine, 
three died: two of pyemia, and one of cellulitis, gangrene 
having been previously arrested, and the wounds were gra- 
nulating. Of the eleven otherwise treated, three died of 
gangrene. Of those treated by bromine, eighty were 
treated with compound solution (Smith’s formula), and 
twenty-four with pure bromine. The average time of 
arrest in the cases treated by compound solution of bro- 
mine was 819 days; these by bromine pure, 2°12 days; 
and of those otherwise treated, 14°66. 

I observed this general fact, that, as the strength of the 
remedy was increased, the process was shortened in a 
corresponding ratio also; also, that, where bromine pure 
was properly and efficiently applied, only one applica- 
tion was required to arrest it, although three or four days 
were afterwards necessary for the development of granu- 
lations. 

Another and more important fact was observed, i.e. that 
the local application of bromine to a gangrenous surface 
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had a direct effect upon the constitutional symptoms, which 
were immediately lessened in violence, and the constitution 
rebounded as if relieved of a burden: this was the case 
with those who had no constitutional treatment whatever. 

So constantly was this observed, that I am inclined to 

adopt the following— 
PATHOLOGICAL VIEWS OF THE DISEASE. 

That, primarily, it is entirely local in character. That the 
constitutional disturbance is secondary, the “ materies 
morbi” being received into the circulation by absorption, 
directly from the traumatic surface, where the morbid ele- 
ment is deposited or manufactured during the early part 
of the chemico-vital changes that take place during the 
establishment of the putrefactive fermentation in or upon 
the sore. In support of this view 1 would present the tol- 
lowing reasons :— 

Many cases were observed where both legs were 
wounded with the same ball; one only became gangrenous. 
If the morbid agent was in the blood, why were not all 
alike affected, as all were supplied from internally by the 
same material? One case was reported where gangrene 
attacked the dorsum of the foot, there being a small abrasion 
there of the cuticle. The original wound was not in the calf 
of the leg. I ascertained from his nurse that he would not 
keep his feet covered, and that the original wound had been 
dressed by simple cerate, and never at any time had shown 
a gangrenous disposition. I also observed that the consti- 
tutional symptoms followed the local, not appearing until 
several days after the wound had taken on a gangrenous 
character. 

Perhaps the observance of the past will warrant me 
in saying that this disease is aggravated, if not produced 
by crowded hospitals, small amount of air-space, and the 
decomposition of animal matter which is held in solution 
or in vapor in the atmosphere. If so, it must enter the 
system by endosmosis through the pulmonary structures, 
mingled with the current of the blood, and distributed by 
the arteries to distant parts of the system; or be directly 
absorbed from the wound, which, I think, is the more ra- 
tional idea, and which is capable of explaining most of the 
phenomena observed. I cannot quite see how, in gaining 
access by endosmosis through the cell wall and pulmonary 
structure, it does not leave some of its morbid element 
at this point, thus affecting the bronchial mucous membrane. 
We have the right to expect, at least, that its first impres- 
sion would be the most deadly. 

Where obstruction in the lungs has occurred, or metasta- 
tic abscesses have been found, the obstruction was on the 
cardiac side, several specimens of which I now have in my 
possession, where the bronchial mucous membrane is not 
involved, but where the capillaries and smaller vessels are 
entirely occluded, as I think, by particles of thrombus, de- 
tached either by the force of the current passing by and 
carried with it until arrested by the calibre of the vessels, 
or formed by the septic condition of the blood received from 
the wound. 

The virus being absorbed from the wounds and mingled 
with the blood coagulates the plastic portion, and thus forms 
thrombus, thus impoverishing the remainder and rendering 
it aplastic, This process (the formation of thrombus) is a 
gradual one, and may progress or remain stationary in the 
vessels after the process is arrested locally. 

Virchow has many facts bearing upon this question, i.e. 
the formation of thrombi, and the transformation of the 
cell content, but my limit will not permit the discussion 
of these questions. But I have found in the examination 
of all cases after death in this class of diseases, thrombi, and 
in those of long standing I have found “ occlusion” of the 
smaller vessels, and what I denominated “ mechanical 
pneumonia,” in which condition the smaller vessels and 
capillaries were thus obstructed; and where the portion of 
thrombus thus detached was larger, we had the condition 
of pyemia. In no case have 1 observed it in the liver, 
although I have frequently sought for it there. I believe 
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that over these conditions bromine has a specifie influence, 
and if properly used at an early period of the disease, will 
surely arrest it and its sequences. Very much depends upon 
the time when the application is made, which should always 
be as early as possible, in order to avoid its consequences. 

It holds superiority over nitric acid, for the reason that 
it is not so destructive to living tissue, and can be used 
where the acid is inadmissible on periosteum, tendons, 
and vessels, without destroying their integrity. It is of 
great utility in cases of secondary haemorrhage, where the 
artery has sloughed, three cases of which have occurred 
where arteries were tied in gangrenous sores with com- 
plete success, thus enabling us to extend the rule of Guth- 
rie to these cases—“ always to tie a bleeding vessel in the 
wound, if it can be reached at that point.” 

I have tied the anterior tibial artery upon the face of a 
gangrenous stump, and arrested the process by the use of 
bromine, and the patient recovered as well as by a primary 
operation. The brachial and dorsalis pedis artery were 
tied under the same circumstances, with the same result. 
The patients are now well. Bromine arrests the gangre- 
nous process so effectually and certainly, that I am inclined 
to think this procedure good practice. The six cases that 
have occurred since I have been in this hospital have been 
promptly arrested by one application, except in the case 
of Adam Brangle, of Co. I, Ist Regt. U.S. Infantry, who 
was admitted to this hospital, June 15, 1863, in a profound 
state of pyemia, He had been wounded in the hand by the 
premature discharge of a cannon, and an effort was made 
to save two of his fingers at Third Division Hospital; gan- 
grene supervened, and secondary amputation was resorted 
to at the middle of the forearm; gangrene attacked the 
stimp, and extended up as far as the elbow. <Ab- 
sorption had already taken place upon his admission 
into the hospital, as pneumonia was already apparent 
from auscultation in the upper lobe of the right lung. 
I treated the arm with pure bromine, which entirely 
arrested it on the second day; granulations made their 
appearance on the fourth day. The arm continued to 
do well until the time of his death, which occurred 
on the 26th ultimo. An autopsy revealed thrombi in 
nearly all the vessels, and “‘ mechanical pneumonia,” which 
was the actual cause of death. Thrombus was found ex- 
tending the full length of the pulmonary artery, and the 
smaller vessels were completely occluded. At numerous 
points small abscesses were in process of formation. The 
lungs were very much enlarged and solidified ; the bronchial 
mucous membrane was slightly congested. Upon making 
a section through the lung, the thrombi in the smaller ves- 
sels could be distinctly seen covering the entire surface 
with red and deeper colored points, in the large oves be- 
coming almost black—the smaller ones resembling in appear- 
ance coagulated venous blood, except that they were more 
firm and tenacious. 

I believe the best mode to apply the bromine to be this, 
i.e. With a pair of scissors or a scalpel cut away all the 
sloughs down to the living tissue (or until by hemorrhage 
you are warned to go no further), being careful to clean out 
all nooks and corners putting off from the central sore, or 
where it has dipped down into intermuscular spaces or fol- 
lowed along the cellular plane, where it is apt to escape 
observation. Then wash the wound with warm water, and 
dry with a pledget of lint or charpie; then apply pure bro- 
mine to the entire surface with a mop or swab, and if cavi- 
ties exist inject it into them with a small glass syringe, and 
with a pine stick press it up so as to mix it with all the 
pulp or pultaceous matter that may still linger in the wound. 
Simple dressings should then be applied, and the sore ex- 
cluded from the atmosphere for two days, when warm- 
water dressings should be used to facilitate the detachment 
of the slough, after which points of granulations will be 
noticed springing up, and, if no fetor is present, the arrest 
is complete. If some fetor still exists, it is evidence that 
some points have been missed and should be retouched, 
observing the same rule as in its first application. 





14 Amertean Medical Times. 


The wound should then be treated on general principles. 
Ifthe granulations become weak, I have found much be- 
neflit from the use of a weak solution of bromine, say forty 
gtt. compd. sol. bromine to 3j. of water, apphed morning 
and evening. 

oe 
A CASE OF SUCCESSFUL OVARTIOTOMY., 
By J. GRAFTON, MD., 
WATERTOWN, JEFFERSON COUNTY, N.Y. 


Tis Case is unusually interesting, from the adverse circum- 
stances attendant upon the operation. The patient had 
been afllicted with spinal curvature from the age of two 
years. She is now 49; has not stood upon her feet for 
forty-seven years; has been more or less confined to her 
bed and room during her whole life, never being able to 
leave either unless carried in the arms of her attendants. 
Her spine is curved almost at an acute angle, her thighs 
flexed on the pelvis and drawn up on the abdomen, knees 
permanently flexed at almost an acute angle; has no lateral 
motion between the thighs, there being scarcely sufficient 
space between them to allow the passage of my arm in mak- 
ing the necessary incisions for the removal of the tumor. As 
would be expected from this condition of things, she is 
extremely feeble and emaciated ; nervous debility, irrita- 
bility of the mucous membranes, dyspepsia, and sore mouth, 
have been almost constant symptoms. 

On the Ist of June, 1862, she first observed her present 
difficulty, the earliest symptom being “a feeling of pres- 
sure” about the bladder, with frequent micturition, and a 
sense of fulness in the lower part of the body. 

There has been but little disturbance of the catamental 
function, it never having been suspended at any time for 
more than ten weeks: is regular now. She did not dis- 
cover any signs of external enlargement until last Decem- 
ber, since which time she has increased rapidly, and, in 
consequence of her spinal deformity, appears now much 
larger than a woman at the full period of pregnancy. On 
the 14th of May, in consultation with the family physician, 
Dr. R. Kinney, of Mannsville, I explained to her the nature 
of her disease, its tendency to death, and described the 
different modes of treatment—palliative and radical—ad- 
vising, in view of her deformed condition, which induced 
me (erroneously) to think that life could have no charms 
for her, the palliative operation of tapping, and subse- 
quently, if she wished it, injection of the sac with iodine, 
if the preliminary tapping proved the cyst to be unilo- 
cular, 

On the 14th of April I tapped her with a large trocar, 
and, owing to the extreme viscidity of the contents of the 
cyst, did uot remove more than two ounces of thick white 
gelatinous fluid, and this amount by dragging with the 
fingers through the canula. I therefore closed the wound, 
and informed her that exeision only could afford relief; that 
in view of her feeble condition and deformity, which would 
render after-treatment less likely to be successful, I could 
not advise the operation, but would make it at her request, 
to relieve her, when her suffering from pressure became 
intolerable. 

On the llth of May, assisted by Drs. Kinney, Clark, 
F. Lowe, Sherman, Buckly, and Ferrol of Oswego county, 
in conformity with her request, I removed the tumor by the 
large incision while she was under the 
chloroform. The steps of the operation did not differ from 
those adopted by = operators, and were as follows :— 

Ist. An incision down to the sac, sufficiently enlarged 
to admit the hand into the cavity of the abdomen to make 
the necessary explorations. 2d. The careful separation of 
the numerous adhesions on its anterior and upper surfaces. 
3d, Enlargement of the incision to two and a half inches 
above the umbilicus to give exit to the tumor, which was 
multilocular, and also for the purpose of allowing of the 
more careful separation of the adherent omentum. 4th, 
The passage of the hand behind the tumor, so as to enable 
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me to press it firmly forward into the lips of the wound 
BEFORE TAPPING IT, so as to prevent the escape of any of 
its fluid contents into the abdominal cavity, and thus avoid 
unnecessary sponging, Which must increase the liability to 
irritation. In this case I had previously discovered by a 
former tapping that I could not empty the cyst sufficiently 
to allow its removal by a canula, although I had provided 
myself with one whose calibre was one inch. 5th. The 
tumor proved to be, as diagnosed, the right ovary, and 
multilocular. The pedicle was very broad, and too short to 
be secured outside the wound in Spencer Wells's clamp ; 
consequently, I passed through it a double ligature, and 
encircled both again with a stouter one, and then fastened 
it in the lower angle of the wound, transfixing it with a 
pin passed through the tuteguments only. 6th. The care- 
ful replacement of the omentum, which, in consequence of 
its adhesions, had necessarily been much disturbed, and 
gentle sponging out with a soft warm sponge what little 
blood had escaped into the abdominal and pelvic cavities. 
7th. The careful closing of the wound with six long silver 
pins, passed one inch from the line of incision on the right 
side obliquely through the integument, so as to transfix 
the peritoneum about half an inch from the line of incision, 
then through the peritoneum at the same distance on the 
left side, and out through the integument one inch from 
the line of incision on the opposite side—thus bringing two 
surfaces of peritoneum together, and insuring that rapid 
closure of the internal wound which always takes place 
between serous membranes from the earlier formation and 
organization of the lymph thrown out, The gaping inter- 
vals between the pins were closed by three fine iron wire 
sutures, 

I should note here that the tumor after its removal 
weighed fourteen pounds; that the abdominal cavity 
contained about a quart of reddish serum; and also, 
what excited some gloomy forebodings as to the result, 
that the peritoneal lining membrane of the left side of the 
abdominal wall looked purple, closely resembling in color 
the strangulated sac of a bad hernia. 

After carefully swathing the abdomen in warm flannel 
she was placed in bed, apparently none the worse for the 
operation, of which she had had no consciousness. The 
amount of blood lost did not exceed a breakfastcupful. 
Warm water and laudanum dressings ordered, with small 
doses of morphia, if required. 

On the 15th of May I visited her again. Found her free 
from all evidences of peritoneal inflammation ; removed 
the four uppermost pins; wound healed; pulse seldom 
under 100, now 120; tongue clean; bears firm pressure 
everywhere excepting over the region of the removed 
ovary; no tympanitis; has urinated without the use of 
the catheter. 18th.—Continues to improve. Ordered the 
two remaining pins to be removed: to take a dose of oil, 
as injections fail to operate. 21st.—Visited her again. 
There was sloughing about the two lower pins, which still 
remained in place ; removed them; above the wound was en- 
tirely healed ; has had no peritoneal inflammation ; no tender- 
ness on pressure ; has forthe past day retention of urine; 
drew off about a pint with the catheter, 25th_—Bowels have, 
from the use of cathartics, moved somewhat too freely ; 
some little sloughing in the site of the retained pins; red- 
ness of the integument there passing off. Pulse 116; 
tongue slightly brown; has some appetite; should take 
more food and stimulants; about these matters is some- 
what notional. June Ist.—Pulse 102; tongue clean; 
evidently improving; bladder still requires use of catheter ; 
pedicle, which has been carefully covered with collodion, 
has almost entirely sloughed away; wound everywhere 
cicatrized, excepting for about three-quarters of an inch 
around the pedicle ; ordered to be well dusted with white 
oxide of zinc powder; charcoal bags, with which the 
pedicle had been enveloped, to be discontinued. 8th.— 
Pedicle has come away, and the wound is now entirely 
healed; bowels acting well. Dr. Kinney reports “ that as 
far as the operation is concerned she may be said to have 
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entirely recovered.” She is, of course, weak and feeble, as 
she has always been; needs more nourishment and stimu- 
lants. Her bed-sore seems now to be her only trouble ; 
this, in consequence of her deformity, rendering it neces- 
sary for her to lie upon her back and resting upon her feet, 
is more than usually difficult to treat, as we cannot give 
her the advantage of change of position. July 3d.—Since 
this she has remained much the same; has regained the 
control of her bladder, and suffers only from debility’; the 
wound is everywhere firmly cicatrized. She is anxious to 
ride out, believing that exercise in the open air would in- 
crease her desire for food and give her strength. Whether 
she regains her usual measure of feeble health or not, which 
is doubtful, there can be no question as to her recovery 
from the effects of the operation. 


—_—— =_> —--- 
REMOVAL OF THE ENTIRE LOWER LIP, 


WITH PORTION OF CHIN AND TWO-THIRDS OF THE BODY 
AND BASE OF THE LOWER JAW OF THE RIGHT SIDE 


FOR EPITHELIOMA. 
By G. MILIANO, M.D., 


OF NEW YORK. 
Mr. J. C. about five years ago noticed growing on the 
right side of the median line of his lower lip a small hard 
tumor, for which during all that time he took no medical ad- 
vice. Finally, as a last resource, and to save or prolong this 
gentleman’s life, an operation for its removal was proposed. 
When I was called in 1 found the patient quite pale and discon- 
solate, suffering much pain and excessive discomfort from 
having been for months past unable to sleep except when 
he was under the influence of an opiate. The diseased mass, 
now more than three and a half inches in length, stretched 
across from one commissure of the mouth to the other, 
while it rolled down to the beginning of the prominence 
of the chin. It looked very much like a bursted sausage. 
The saliva flowed freely over the tumor, to the great dis- 
tress of the patient. Two inches beyond the median line of 
the chin, on the inside of the mouth, the disease had ex- 
tended to two-thirds of the body and base of the lower 
jaw ; and there existed alarge and deep abscess within that 
bone, which pointed through congested and unhealthy skin 
without, The patient, as well as his friends, being desirous 
that an operation should be performed without delay, I ap- 
pointed the next day of my first visit, December 4, 1862, 
for its execution, at his house. It was accomplished in this 
wise : Placed upon a table before a well lighted window, and 
his head elevated on a couple of pillows, the patient was 
rendered insensible by chloroform. Two oblique incisions, 
one starting from each commissure of the mouth, in a 
manner so as to transfix all the soft parts, were then made 
to descend to a little above the superior central margin of 
the chin, and unite there in the form of the letter V, thus 
isolating the entire deformed lip. These incisions were then 
extended down on either side of the chin to near the base 
of the jaw, which went to form, with the previous ones 
already made, the letter X. Next, one more incision, 
three-fourths of an inch in length, was run along the side 
of the bone, to join the inferior lateral right angle of the 
X. The fungoid lip was then cut away, and, the flaps 
marked out having been dissected off the adjacent parts, 
the diseased jaw came into full view. A second incisor 
tooth of the right side was then extracted, and the third 
molar of the same side not existing, both these spaces were 
made use of for the introduction of the saw. The tongue 
was now held to one side by an assistant, a fine straight 
saw was then applied, and the jaw separated first in front 
and then at the side. The soft parts were then carefully 
detached from the bone, and the jaw removed; a portion 
of the chin for an inch and a half in length and half an 
inch in breadth, also diseased, was trimmed off. The 
upper edges of the flaps of either side were now raised 





and drawn up in a line with the superior lip, while the 
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lower edges were brought together in an oblique direction 
which went from the centre of the mouth,to the right side 
of the chin, the whole then being strongly retained in 
place with pins and the twisted suture. In this way the 
external lost parts were restored. The incision at the side 
was left open for dressing with lint the cavity left behind 
by the loss of the jaw, and for the support of the edges of 
the remaining ends of the bone, as well as the escape of 
discharges from the mouth, and favoring the early granu- 
lation and cicatrization of the wound, There was compa- 
ratively but little bleeding, the two labial arteries only 
being cut. The operation was necessarily protracted. 

On awaking, the patient was well pleased with the 
exchange of his shocking looks for regular features, 
Everything went on well, so that at the end of nine days 
all the pins and the sutures had been removed, and in a 
few days after the patient was able to be shaved. The 
wound at the side was left open much longer, daily injec- 
tions of a weak solution of quinine being used to the parts 
at each dressing; the patient being fed in the meantime 
on animal broths and other nutritious liquids and cooling 
drinks, by injecting the same into his mouth through a sil- 
ver canula. In five weeks more the wound at the side 
healed, and the fibrous tissue having become consolidated 
in place of the old jaw, the patient was discharged cured, 
and can now sleep and eat satisfactorily, having gained 
flesh since the healing of the wound. Three months after 
the operation, patient was doing well, and had been out daily 
for the previous four weeks, his lip and chin being now natu- 
ral with the exception of a very narrow cicatrix, which his 
whiskers will cover. 
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GUNSHOT WOUND OF LARYNX, FOLLOWED BY EDEMATOUS SWELL- 
ING.—TRACHEOTOMY PERFORMED.—RECOVERY. 
By DEWITT C. PETERS, Ass. Sure., U.S.A., 
RURGEON IN CHARGE. 
Capt. J. §., 53d Penn. Vols., aged twenty-four years, was 
admitted July 5th, 1863. 

The patient states that July 2d, while awaiting orders 
with his company at Gettysburg, he received a wound 
of the neck, which bled so profusely that he had to be 
carried to the rear, where simple dressings were applied. 
The hemorrhage continued for some hours, and finally 
stopped of its own accord, He was sent with other wound- 
ed to this city, and thence to this hospital. At nine o'clock 
a.M., July 5th, his case was examined by the attending 
surgeon, who found him bright, breathing easy, pulse 96, 
and able to converse without difficulty. There was no 
excessive swelling about the neck ; the wound had closed, 
and no emphysema existed. The patient informed the 
surgeon that for two days air escaped from the wound at 
each expiration, and now it had entirely ceased. The 
wound was supposed to have been made by a buckshot. 
It is located over the centre of the left plate of the thyroid 
cartilage. It is about one-quarter of an inch in length, and 
its course is directly backwards. Where the shot lodged 
could not be ascertained, but it must have passed through 
the larynx. The patient’s symptoms after admission 
into the hospital soon became alarming. He fell asleep 
in a sitting posture, and his dyspnoea was most marked. 
At twelve o'clock m. his pulse had increased to 116 pulsa- 
tions per minute, and his breathing was more labored. 
The patient’s chest and face were covered with a cold per- 
spiration, and his expression was extremely anxious. The 
symptoms indicated that the officer was in a critical con- 
dition, and demanded active steps to be taken to save his 
life. The swelling and edema around the seat of injury, 
both internally and externally, were rapidly on the increase ; 
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ol peration were not 


to Dr. Christopher Johnson, of this city, for its adoption 


to any other I have witnessed. 
and should judge it was particularly applicable in children, 
where it is all important to retain the larynx and trachea 
under perfect control during their struggles, The operation 


was conjointly performed by Dr. Johnson and 
have been truly pleased with the result. 


| consider it preferable 


nyself, and 
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Powpertne ALors AND Myrru.—Aloes is easily reduced 
to powder in winter, b 


in summer it becomes agelome- 


rated so as sometimes to form one solid mass. According 

to M. Wollweber, this incon: 

we submit the ak artificial drying until 

becomes spontaneously reduced into powder. The same 

procedure applies to myrrh powder.—Bull. de Thérapeu- 
rs 
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ience may be obviated if 


aera 
Arports of Sorreties. 
NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 
Straten Meeting, Feb. 25, 1568, 
DR. D. 8. CONANT, PRESIDENT, IN THE CILATR 
FREQUENCY OF CHRONIC I RINE INFLAMMATION WI7TILOUT 
YMPTOMS 


Dre. Finsenn pr a uterus, illustrating, in a marked 
what has g | d chronie induration, 
organ Was removes ‘ thirty-five years of 
who died of pneumonia, and who during lifetime had 

iy time: complai ‘ nptoms referable to 

rouble. In remarking m the specimen, Dr, 

essed his belief that it was an error to suppose 
induration of the and cervix uterl carried 

h it that amount of h )? ~ which too many were 
sposed to ascribe to it, Ile had for some time back made 
a point to examine the condition of the os in autopsies, 
id Had found that it had borne no sort of relation to any 
symptoms that might have been « plained of during lie. 
‘ to and com] lained of, 


instances be explained in another 


oni 
lhe pelvic pains so often referred 
| 


1) , 


he believed could in most 

Dr. Conant stated that he had met with a great many 
cases of chronic induration of the cervix which were asso- 
1 He had Seye ral of such Cases 


ciated with pelvie pains. 
Where the hardening had been so great that the disease had 


where actual 
cautery had been used, not only bad the pelvie neuralgia 
been relieved, but both women coneeived: one bore a child, 
and the other, when last heard from, was in her seventh 

onth of gestation, He beheved that in almost all cases 
° f 


‘there was induration of this part of the organ, there 


heen pronounced scirrhus. In two cases, 


was more or less displace ment: sometimes there was flexion 
of the cervix either forward or backwards. He could not 
explain the reason for the pelvic pains, other than supposing 
them due to retiex action, but he was certain that in most 
cases the sufferings could be alleviated, if not altogether 
relieved, by various local applications to the diseased os. 

Dr. Furman referred to a case which he had treated for 
the past three years tor hypertrophy of the cervix, and in 
which at no time had any pain been complained of. 

Dr. Conant did not think that such a case could be con- 

idered under the head of induration. 

Dr. Finneve alluded to a case which had been pronounced 
one of chronic induration of the Os by several physicians, 
and which he had subsequently examined, and had failed 
to detect anything abnormal, The patient had been under 
a variety of treatments, which seemingly had been of no 
avail. By the advice of Dr. Finnell she finally gave up all 


medication, and in a few months was entirely well. 
EXPECTORATION OF CRETACEOUS TUBERCLE. 

Dr. Fixnett presented a second specimen, which con- 
sisted of small pieces of cretaceous tubercle that had been 
expectorated by a clergyman who for some time previously 
had been suffering from a harassing cough. The patient 


was in good health, and presented no physical signs of 


tubercle. 

Dr. Fruixt stated that he had frequently met with cases 
of expectoration of cretaceons tubercle, but the most striking 
instance was one which had come to his notice many years 
ago, where a patient had coughed up from time to time a 
sufliciently large number of calculi to supply all the medical 
men for miles around with specimens. That patient had 
well marked physical signs of tubercular disease. He was 
advised to change his habits of life, which were sedentary, 
and go out west, which he did. Tle became a farmer, and 
at the end of fifteen years he was in perfect health. Dr. 
F, stated that the calculi formed as a consequence of the 
absorption of all the animal matter of the tubercle, leaving 
the deposit of earthy salts. 
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Dr. Fixnevt thought that the existence of concretions 
was presumptive proof against extensive and progressive 
tube reular depo Sit. He had caAten met Ww ith civatrices at 
the apices of lungs, but in the majority 
buted the cause to the contraction of fibrinous dk posit out- 

ide the lung tissue, and not as the direct result of the 
contraction and disapype arance of a pulmor ary cay ity. 

Dr. Conant corroborated such a statement, and remarked 
that in cicatrices of pulmonary cavities, in addition to the 
hands usually met with, there were trabeculw extending in 
different directious. 


of cases he attri 


ABSCESS OF LIVER AND BRIGHTS DISEASE. 

Dr. Loomis presented a spec imen of abscess of the liver, 
removed from a man forty years of age, who was admitted 
into Bellevue Hospital ¢ u the twentieth day of February, in 
an extremely feeble condition, attended with marked pallor, 
Aside from this he pre sented absolute ly no sign of disease 
whatever. He simply gave the history that he commenced 
to grow weak and emaciated about seven weeks before, 
and that then he had been gradually failing. He 
lingered but a few days after his admission, and died with- 
out an examination having been made. The aut psy reve aled 
all the organs of the body healthy, with the 
the liver 





since 


exception ol 
and kidneys. The former organ was cirrhosed 
, and at the posterior and inner surface of its right 
lobe there was a cavity containing I 

au tenacious semi-tluid substance, having some of the charac- 
ters of pus, The wall of this cavity one side 
formed by the kidney, the capsule of which was almormally 
thickened, while the organ itself was the seat of fatty 
deveneration. All the other | 
hie althy. 


three or four ounces of 


was on 


organs of the body were 


MUMMIFIED 
Dr. Merritt presented two mummified heads of Peru- 
Vian Indians. The bones had been removed, and the heads 
had shrunk to the size of a monkey's, yet the feature 
were perfectly distinguishable, and the skin smooth, The 
hair was long, straight, black, and glistening. The points 
of interest were the uniform shrinking of the parts, while 
at the same time the surface of the skin 
of shrivelling. 
EXSECTION 


HEADS, 


showed no signs 


IN MORBUS COXARIUS, 

Pr. Sayre presented three specimens. The first was 
from a boy five years of age, who had suffered from mor- 
bus coxarius for three years, at the end of which time it 
had advanced to the second stage, the muscles being rigidly 
contracted, and the patient suffering the greatest agony. 
Dr. Sayre saw the case in Yonkers, the place of residence 
of the patient. He divided the contracted muscles, and 
applied the pulleys with the greatest relief, and in the 
course of a short time the child was able to get about com- 
fortably. Last fall, however, the patient fell upon the 
affected limb, and trouble in the hip recommenced, resulting 
in the formation of an abscess and numerous sinuses con- 
necting with the joint. He was brought to Bellevue Hos 
pital on the 10th of last December, very much emaciated, 
and in addition to the condition of the hip already referred 
to, there was noticed a diffused swelling resembling phleg- 
monous erysipelas, situated over the lower portion of the 
abdomen, The sinuses in the neighborhood of the hip 
were freely laid open, and fomentations were applied to 
the abdominal swelling. The patient running down very 
rapidly, an operation for exsection was decided upon, not- 
withstanding no dead bone could be reached by the probe. 
On cutting down upon the dead bone, it was covered by 
such a thick layer of periosteum that it was at one time doubt- 
ful whether any sequestra existed at all. The acetabulum 
was perforated by the head of the bone. Besides this 
opening there was another which communicated with a 
large abscess underneath the iliac fossa, accounting for the 
swelling of the lower portion of the abdomen. The boy 





progressed very well for several days, when pneumonia of 


the left lung supervened, and he rapidly sank and died on 
the fifteenth day after the operation, The head and neck 
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he bone were removed in the operation 
mity of the sawn was found 
thy-looking granulations. The pe 
pecled off from the necrosed bone 
with osteophites, 

The second specimen, consisting of portions of the head 
neck, and trochanter major, was removed from a_paticnt 
thirteen years of age, who had suffered from morbus cox 
arius for seven years. The disease, however, w 
slow in prog ,and at one time it was thought that it 
had been entirely arrested, But in the course of a few 
months after this the trouble reappeared, and soon resulted 
In the 


, and the extre- 
with soft 
riosteum wl ich 
was al 


surlace covered 
was 


so found studded 





iS Very 


ress 


formation of numerous sinuses in the neighborhood 


of the joints. The thigh was flexed upon the pelvis at an 
acute angle, the knees drawn up, and there was a larve 
bed-sore over the opposite trochanter. Although no dead 


bone could be reached through the snus , Dr. Sayre was 


enabled by the character of the deforn ity to be positively 


assured that it existed. On putting the finger 
rectul large al oe vas discovered, which collm d 





through the sacro-ischiatic notch. 
as in the first, on cutting down upon tl 


1¢ periosteum Was found 


ase also 


{ 
it 
rtion t} 
ortion ul 


| 
lucrum 


eided to 


very thick, and an invo- 
{ bu forme a Dr. Sayre de 
saw off the bone below the t 
luxating the head, which left the con 
um in stfu, the necrosed and separated portion being 
without the least difficulty turned out of its bed. The 
operation was perform da week before, and the little pa- 
tient at last accounts was doing well. In both these in- 
stances Dr, Sayre 
not only to op rate ¢ arly, but to re Ly position 
f the limb as a diagnostic sign of the existence of dead 


was commencing to 


perio te 


thought that a less 


m could be ke arned 


upou thre 


The third specimen presented by Dr. Sayre was one of 





fal e joint, occurring 1h the middle and upper third of t 
ulna of a woman thirty-eight years of e, who for three 
years previously had been suffering from an ununited fra 
ture. He cut down upon the parts witha view to roughen 
the ends of the bones and invite union of the fragments, 


red the existence of an almost perfect joint 


- ‘ . = ’ 
and exsected it. The joint was surrounded by a licament- 
ous membrane, and had a regular cartilage of inerustation 


covered by a 
bond fide tissue 
yond question by a microscopical examinatis 
Austin Flint, Jr. 

Dr. Conant presented a lower jaw 
illustrate a case of fracture which he had under treatment. 
The fracture extended through the nuddle molar tooth ob- 
liquely backwards to the ingle of the be nk and was the 
result of a kick received in a quarrel, The lower extremity 
of the frag nt, in consequence of the ? 

was drawn upwards and 


SeCT¢ ting HeLIbrane, 


composing the said ji ht Was prove d be- 


sawn in a manner to 








attachments of th, . 
masseter and pterygoid muscles, | 
inwards, while the rest of the jaw was detlected towards 
the injure d side in such a way is to produce a hideous de- 
lormity. Knowing the difficulty of ke cping the fractured 
ends in apposition, Dr, Conant following 
simple and ing nious method of treating the case :—Ile 
passed a stout wire through the body of the bone, carefully 
avoiding the inferior dental canal, and then twisted the two 
ends around the wisdom tooth of that side. The 
was perfect apposition and removal of the deformity. 
patie nt could open the mouth without difficulty. 
The Society then adjourned. 


conceived the 


result 


The 


~<>—__—. 

Dr. Henry 8. Hewit, Senior Surgeon in the Volunteer 
Medical Staff U. 5S. Army, was taken prisoner at Jackson, 
Miss., while remaining with the wounded. Le was after- 
wards removed to Richmond, Va., and released. After a 
short residenee at Bridgeport, Ct., to recover his health, he 
has again returned to the army of Grey, Grant. 

Ti held by thie 


A mepicaL picnic is stated to have be 


l 
members of the pre fession at Southan pton, I vland, 


H2  Amertean Medical Times. 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 1868. 
MEDICAL EXPERTS. 
Amonc the public services rendered to the cause 


humanity and justice on the part of our profession, one of 


the most important and difficult as well as most perilous, 


is that of assuming the character and fulfilling the obliga- 
tions of the scientific expert. The word “ Expert,” in itself, 
has a peculiar significance ; excludes all doubts, conjectures, 





and expedients on the part of the witness 


justice ; and demands real, positive, 


Wee 


ignorant, without using a ¢ 


and exact knowledge 


as it exists at present annot say 


of an expert, he is 


mtradiction of terms. The 
general 
ourart. If a physician is so qualified in one branch as 


to be truly an expert, it is presumptive evidence that he is 
not qualified to act in that capacity in any other depart- 
ment, 

In regard to medico-legal questions, of insanity for example, 
it is to be observed that some are very difficult of solution, In 
the elucidation of such questions before courts, men who have 
made them the special object of study, and have had pecu- 
liar facility for their investigation in asylums, are alone, 
exclusively of all other physicians 


, to be called experts in 
the real 


of that word. 
for the 


ense In cases in which it becomes 


necessary, 


purpose of satisfying the ends of justice, 
to submit certain substances, or the contents of the stomach, 
to careful 
aid 
not, the practical chemist and toxicologist will be called 
to give their opinion. 


chemical analysis in order to ascertain by the 
of delicate tests whether aman has been poisoned or 
The same is true in mechanical 
cience or engineering, When obscure points at issue are to 
be decided, a diploma would be considered of small value, 
bat a well reputed practical and scientific man alone will 
solve the difficulty to the satisfaction of justice. No one wil 
dispute the credibility of the testimony of the true scienti- 
fic expert, and he is a real and efficient counsellor of the 
court. 

Nothing can be more palpable than that in all civil or 
criminal suits of law in which medico-psychological ques- 
tions are involved, practical men, whose lives have been 
devoted to the study of mental diseases, can be alone com- 
petent to pronounce on points coming strictly within their 
province. Ifa medical man prove incompetent, he defeats 
the ends of justice, and destroys the confidence that ought 
to be reposed in our profession. Unfortunately, physi- 
cians are too often induced from some motive to volunteer 
as experts, and to give evidence for the party in whose 
In their evidence 
they declare themselves able to fulfil the obligation of their 


favor they are especially prejudi ‘ed. 


oath, and, as in the case of lawyers, think they may accept 
and defend any cause. This is a great mistake, and the differ- 
It 
is plain that an accused person must in all cases have legal 
advice. 


ence of the two avocations in this respect is striking. 


Whether guilty or innocent, every prisoner 
should be dealt fairly with according to law. Besides, the 
authority of an advocate and of a physician is not of the 


same kind. The pleadings of an advocate leave court and 


c 
U1 


in a court of 


practitioner cannot be an expert in all branches of 
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judges. Medical witnesses are but men, and therefore 
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juries free to appreciate the value of legal discussions ; but 
the expert is pledged by oath to state nothing but the 
truth, and his opinions are accepted by juries as the accu- 
rate deductions of knowledge. The physician who plays 
the part of an advocate assumes a fearful responsibility, 
and may defeat the ends of justice. 

The differences of opinion amongst physicians, and their 
mutual jealousy, has often been magnified, and is very 
generally deprecated by judges and lawyers; but we 
believe that such differences, especially in civil cases, 
may fairly exist. In certain suits of a criminal character 
the proper explanation of facts must be given in the form 
of theory. Reasoning upon the same facts, medical men, 
like others, may and will arrive at different conclusions. 
These conclusions, though different, are, however, honest- 
ly entertained, and are truly the legitimate deductions from 
the facts presented and interpreted by science. It would 
be manifestly wrong to insist that medical men, when on 
the stand, shall entertain the same views, and follow the 
same inductions, or that experts should act the part of 


liable 


to the infirmities of human nature. 


In several countries of continental Europe (not in Eng- 
land, where the same proceedings exist as here), legal 
} t » 1eg 


experts are called in courts either by the presiding judge, 
or by the parties, to give their opinion, which must be 
based, first, on a written report, and afterwards must be 
orally explained by the experts while on the stand. They 
are cross-examined, and subjected to subtle questionings, 
and are often unfairly handled by unscrupulous advocates, 
But from this fiery ordeal an honest expert comes free from 
any imputation of dishonesty. If this course were pur- 
sued in our courts it would be a decided improvement. 
There would then be much less of that lax and ill-digested 
evidence which too often dishonors medical testimony, and 
renders its influence nugatory. 
—_>—— ( * 
THE WEEK. 

We would remind those correspondents who so frequently 
write “private” or “confidential” letters, approving or 
condemning the course of the Mrpica, Times on various 
questions, that it is their duty to put their opinions in pro- 
per form for publication, and give them to the profession. 
A portion of this Journal is especially devoted to the dis- 
cussion of miscellaneous medical subjects, current topics, 
ete., and it is the duty of every one who desires to advance 
his profession to contribute his influence through this 
channel. We are always grateful for advice honestly 
given as to the course this Journal should pursue, but we 
would much prefer that every medical man should advocate 
his own views. To give the greatest possible inducement 
to persons who do not wish to have their names appear in 
connexion with special subjects, we are willing to withhold 
the names. 

We have noticed the fact that the Enrolling Surgeons, 
with many honorable exceptions, were mere political doc- 
tors, and totally unfit for their position. The evidences of 
their incapacity begin to appear as the conscripts gather at 
their rendezvous, From authentic sources we learn that 
the most obvious diseases are passed over without notice. 
At Riker’s Island, the rendezvous for the eastern part of 
the State of New York, are men suffering from cardiac 
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It is stated that an order has been | 
issued requiring the examination of these surgeons, as to 
their professional qualifications, by a surgeon of the regular 
army. We earnestly hope this is the case, and that this 
examination will be most thorough, otherwise the regi- 

‘ ments in the field will be recruited with men who will go 
at once to the hospitals, 


diseases, amaurosis, ete. 


We learn that the Surceon-GeneraL proposes to organize 
a reserve medical corps, and has invited the Governors of 
the States to make the selections, thirty being allowed 
to each State. When called into service they are to remain 
at least fifteen days, and are to receive pay ,at the rate of 
$100 per month, The plan is an excellent one, and 
destined to save a vast amount of suffering. We fear the 
pay is not such as to command the services of the very 
best men, but we hope they will be selected in each State. 
During the Crimean war the English authorities sent out a 
number of eminent civil surgeons, giving them the pay, 
we believe, of regimental surgeons, and continuing their 
pay for six months after their return, in order to remune- 
rate them for loss of time and business. This reserve 
corps should be deemed most honorable by the profession 
at large, and every means be taken to make it effective. 


Aehies, 


CurmicaL Lectures on Diskases or Women. By J. H. Sivp- 
son, M.D., F.RS.E. Illustrated with One Hundred and 
Two Engravings on Wood. Philadelphia: Buancuarp 
AND Lea, 1863. Pp. 510. 

Tue Lectures co. ‘ised in this volume first made their 
appearance in a Londen contemporary. The high reputa- 
tion of the author, and the intrinsic importance of the sub- 
jects discussed, combined to render them very attractive 
to the medical reader. It is not too much to say that no 
European obstetrical writer is so much respected in this 
country as Professor Simpson. One of the most attractive 
features of his writings to an American physician is the 
thoroughly practical manner in which he treats each sub- 
ject. Every point is elucidated with all the light which 
ancient or modern medicine can throw upon it, and the 
practical deductions are of rational application. 

The work consists of thirty-eight lectures, embracing the 
principal disorders of the uterine organs. It does not lay 
claim to the character of acomplete treatise on the diseases 
of females, but consists rather of a selection of subjects 
from this department of obstetrics. The volume opens 
with two chapters on vesico-vaginal fistulas. Professor 
Simpson prefers the iron to the silver wire on account of 
its efliciency and cheapness. He has also added several 
instruments to those employed by Sims and Bozeman in 
the treatment of this accident, as the hollow needle, splint 
of wire, etc. These improvements, to which the author 
evidently attaches much importance, have not met with 
favor by those familiar with the operation. 

In the four following chapters the subject of cancer of 
the uterus and mamme is thoroughly considered. The 
author advocates the use of caustics in the treatment of 
this disease, and his own large experience furnishes 
unequivocal evidence in favor of these remedies. The 
caustic which he prefers is the dry or anhydrous sulphate 
of zine made into a paste with strong sulphuric acid. 

Two lectures are devoted to dysmenorrboea and its 
treatment, and three to the various affections of the exter- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 











nal genitals, Surgical fever is the subject of three lectures, 
Prot. Simpson takes oceasion, on introducing this latter 
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subject, to rebuke surgeons for devoting so much thought 
and study to operations, and so little to the after-treatment of 
patients. The censure has, however, we believe, a limited 
application, and may be applied with equal force to obste- 
tricians. The term Surgical Fever is inaptly chosen, when 
considered in the light of modern pathology. Fever is not 
a disease, but a symptom, and an inconsiderable one, of the 
textural changes that are taking place. If the practitioner 
regards the fever as the disease, as he is always liable to, 
he will most certainly overlook the general and local dis- 
ease of which the feveris asymptom. If this form of fever 
is the result of blood-poison, it is better to call it toxsemia; 
or if it is due to coagula of blood deposited in one or more 
organs of the body, let it be called embolism, or be designated 
by some term that more nearly defines its proximate cause, 
than the obsolete word fever. This subject is one of great 
interest, and is treated by Prof. Simpson with his usual 
learning and ability. Passing over the three following 
lectures occupied with phlegmasia dolens, and the diseases 
of the coecyx, we have pelvic cellulitis treated of very fully. 
It is but recently, comparatively, that this obscure disease 
has been investigated, and Prof. Simpson has given the 
most satisfactory account of it that we have yet read. We 
must urge every student of uterine pathology te a careful 
perusal of these two lectures, Ovarian diseases and their 
treatment are discussed at length, and very elaborately. 
The author brings to bear upon this subject all his know- 
ledge and experience, and the lectures devoted to the sub- 
ject form a very complete monograph, Prof. Simpson is a 
rational advocate of ovariotomy, and the array of evidence 
which he brings forward to sustain his position must con- 
vince every unprejudiced mind. 

The remaining eight lectures are devoted to subjects not 
less important than those already mentioned, but our space 
does not allow us even to enumerate them. In closing this 
volume we cannot forbear to express the most unequivocal 
opinion in favor of the work. Though the subjects selected 
are not numerous, they are all important to the practitioner, 
and are rich in practical facts, 


Correspondence. 


CALOMEL AND TARTAR EMETIC IN THE ARMY. 

[To the Editor of the American MepicaL Times.] 
Sir :—Participating in that national sensibility which 
causes Americans to shrink from the touch of anything 
that may tarnish our national escutcheon, I was wounded 
by the circular of the Surgeon-General, dated May 4, 1863, 
which directed calomel and tartar emetic to be “struck” 
from the Medical Supply Table of the army ; and this the 
more deeply, because, from the official eminence of its 
source, it might be regarded on the other hemisphere as a 
proof of our professional retrogression. When contem- 
plated from another point ot view, whence it may be 
looked at as an evidence of our individual and national 
imbecility, as shown in the readiness with which we bend 
to every breeze of fanaticism, whether freighted with me- 
dical or political heresy, it is then sufficiently humiliating, 
and should be met with a rebuke from every conservative 
member of the profession. 

The efforts of the American Mepicat Tres to justify this 
act, and to sustain and sanctify this error by its influence 
over its readers, have induced me to make this reply, not 
more to the cireular than to the remarks of its editor in 
vindication of it. 

I can find excuses for the action of this officer in the 
fact that he has seen but little of military service, and 
knows but little from personal observation of the diseases 
of soldiers; and also in the influence imputed to the Na- 
tional Sanitary Commission over the Chief of the Medical 
Bureau, to the head of which commission, he being clothed 
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VERATRUM VIRIDE IN 


AND AS A SUBSTITUTI 


DIAGNOSIS, 
FOR TARTAR EMETIC. 
[To the Editor of the American Mepican Times.] 
Str :—Permit me 


briefly to attest my sense 
considerable val n d 


of the very 
viride, and 
vert. For the pur- 
it, namely, to abate 


the different audi- 


veratrum 


) 
indeed a very 

inishing the difficulties of a 

indeed, evident without the 

it Which it has stood in his hands, that, in 
a comparatively gross diagnosis may 

» out without such means, yet a nicer ana- 
and hence a more perfectly correct one, ean « nly be 
le out where the nearly simultaneous occurrence of the 
nt audible eh ments can be sensibly prolonged by 
leening the rate of their occurrence. 

if there hap] tn to be re gurgi ation at either of the orifices 
of exit fi y of the valves, while at the same 
time the valves themselves were in a strictly pathological 
tate, the slowing of the motion of the heart would dimi- 
sh to the minimum one condition of difficulty in the dia- 
gnosis, not indeed by actually repeating by an interval of 


Thus, for exan ple, 


m insufficiency o 


time the two sets of signs, but ! y so prolonging both as to 


enable tl 


1 Observer to appreciate them more sensibly and 


certainly than when they occurred at a much more rapid 
rate, 


Of course, apart from the veratrum, our present means of 
observation in enlargement, ete., of the heart, are quite ade- 
quate to a correct diagnosis ; but in other cases it cannot 
jail to be of very positive service. A certain interval of 
time, during which the phenomenon takes place, is wholly 
indispensable to a sensible appreciation of its character. In 
studying visually the motions of the heart—in seeking to 
find, appreciably to a sensible analysis, the change of its 
form and other incidents of its motion—every experimental 
physiologist knows that his study is most successful when 
the rate of motion is slowest. Precisely the same is true of 
any analysis by the other senses, as the ear, or taste, ete. ete. 

It is this view, that: I trust no practitioner who has the 
opportunity will fail to try the veratrum. 

It is common to say that the veratrum is an unsafe reme- 
dy, but in much use of it throughout no inconsiderable ex- 
perience as asurgeon of volunteers, as a substitute for tartar 
emetic, I have never had occasion to feel that it was unsafe. 
And here it seems evident to me that the exclusion of tartar 
emetic trom the army supply table was a sound act of the 
Surgeon-General, U.S.A., though I should have preferred, 
as no doubt he also would have preferred, that army sur- 
geons had, without official ordinance, foregone the use of the 
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VERATRUM VIRIDE 
IN DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASES OF THE 
{To the Editor of the 


HEART, 
Amenican Mepican Tines.] 
:—In No. ii., p. 18, of your present volume, you call atten- 
Prorressor Percy in the same number, 
ms on the new method there proposed 
arriving at a correct diagnosis in diseases of the chest. 
Feeling that you are but too just in your remarks (on 
same page) on the indolence of the profession, I have 
ventured to add my mite to the literature, although it is a 
ew occupation to me, Perhaps you are right in your 
remarks as to the indolence of the profession in general ; but 
from my own observations I believe, if you wall look more 
closely into the matter, you will find that the “ indolence” 
s contined chiefly to the older members—that the younger 
members study dilige ntly the medical literature, and are 
ol ly too happy to read the well digested experience of 
seniors, But, Sir, our seniors have all the hospital 
appointments, and almost every place of emolument or trust 
filled by the older members of the prof ssion—but in 
hat journal can we juniors read the results of the treat- 


ent of the patie nts in the New York or Bellevue LHos- 
? 


tion to a leeture by 


nd ask for eriticis 


their 


itals 
; For modesty’s sake the junior members of the profession 
‘annot write—lor want of experience they should not write, 
But these objections will not ay ply to many of the older 
Tht mers, who are receiving the cream of both public and 
private practice, and are daily robbing their 
the results of these great opportunities. There are many 
of these older members of our profession enjoying the pri- 
vilege of a lucrative practice, who excuse themselves from 
giving their juniors the results of their experience because 
they assert they have not time, This is but a poor excuse, 
for out of their large income they could well afford to pay 
some younger brother for an hour’s service as amanuensis 
daily. 

But to return to my subject. Some months ago I heard 
Dr. Percy’s remarks on the use of veratrum viride and 
other remedies asa means of diagnosis in diseases of the 
chest, and as I have given particular attention to the study 
of auscultation and percussion, 1 immediately put his me- 
ihod in practice, and was morethan pleased. I was highly 
gratified with the great assistance this new suggestion gave 
to the auseultator. To one commecing the study of the 
abnormal sounds caused by diseased action of the heart and 
lungs, the previous pr ‘eparation of the patient, as suggested 
by Dr. Percy, is of very great value, as by this means he 
can learn more in one examination than he would in twelve 
without it. To one who has made auscultation a 
study, abnormal sounds are readily distinguished, but even 
with the most practised ear it is often exceedingly difficult 
to separate functional disturbance from organic lesion, 
The respirations are often very numerous, the heart’s pulsa- 
tions exceedingly fast; and, as Dr. Percy says, it is often 
almost impossible to arrive at any clear diagnosis, owing to 
the great amount of functional disturbance which masks the 
sounds given by organic disease. By this new treatment 
the respirations and pulsations are reduced in frequency, 
the functional disturbances are removed, and then “ the 
mind ean readily define and arrange the sounds that are 
communicated to the ear.” 

This “new means of diagnosis’ does great credit to Dr, 
Percy, and is another evidence of his industry and research. 
As an individual I am deeply indebted to him for the sug- 
gestion, 

The observations made in the latter part of Dr, Percy's 
lecture fully correspond with my own experience. I have 
found the tincture of veratrum viride in the drug stores per- 
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By reference to a previous number of the Mepreat Times 
I see that Dr. Perey read an essay at the American Medi- 
cal Association on the subject of veratrum viride, for which 
le received the prize. Can you tell me where a copy of the 
Transactions of the Association are to be obtained ? 

()U_ HRITUR, 

| The Vi ] ime of Tran actions containit ng the Prize Essay 

is not yet published,.— Ep. | 
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TREATMENT 

[To the Editor of the } 
Sir :- 
of the 
belore the 


Tfaving read with considerable interest the report 
discussion on the treatment of continued 

» Ne W Y ork C oun ty Med aie. al So cle ly, more Cape - 
cially that portion re lating to the administration of stimu- 
lants, and esqui-carbonate ol 
ammmonia—an agent that has proved itself quite worthy at 
my hand—I venture a word :—Of between forty or fifty 
under my eare in the fall of 1862, with 
two exceptions, it was the only stimulant employed, 
and of the number only one died, a widow lady, aged 65, 
which, I will quite favor: bly with the 
result of aleoholic stimulants, without any of the deleterious 
effects of the latter. ; 

Most of the cases 
an excited 
qui- arbonate of 


levers 


seeing no mention of the s 


cases that came 


One OF 


think, compare 


delirious, thus 


and the fact of 


were very wild and 
evincing state of the brain 
the ses ammonia pos CSsing “ power of 
increasing the action of the heart and arteric 3, without 
unduly exciting the brain,” together with its diaphoretic 
properties, induced me to give it a trial, which I never 
have had canse to revret. 

I wish also to allude 
typhoid fevers in this connexion, 
set of the attack 
hydrargyrum 
in 1 four or five 


is re 


to my mi de of treating typh is and 
When ealled at the out- 
I usually administered a few grains of the 
hydraryyri, followed 
“Oprotic nedy. If the 
tless I give puly. Doveri, endeavor to 
lize the circulation by means of sinapisms to feet and 
cold apy heation to he ad. I ordes the patient to be bathe d 
every morning, and if the fever is very high, oftener. The 
room is to be kept well ventilat I, and § as near 65° of tem- 
perature as possible, together with a low regimen. On the 
third day I commence the admin tration of qui- 
nine, and give entle ape rient to secure a movement 
of the bowels each day. As pro tration becomes manifest 
I increase the quinine, and alternate it with the 
bonate of ammonia; to be moved by 
injections ; beef-tea ad libitum ; patient to be sponged in 
place of bathed, and close watched, For tympanitis, I 
administer spts. turpentine in lave, For the 
Peyerian lesion, also prescribed same remedy, with marked 
benefit: and in one instance an excessive amount of blood 
was passed by the bowels, for which no other agent was 
used, but yielded to a few doses. In two or three instances, 
in which the vitality was very low, combined wine whey 
as a nutrient and stimulant, which was the exception above 
referred to. W. A j 
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DECOLORATION OF TINCTURE 
[To the Editor of the 


* IODINE. 
American MepicaL Times.] 

“Tne Decororation or Tincture or loping py THE 
Urime.—This property, lately discovered by M. Trousseau, 
is now attracting considerable attention at Paris, and nume- 
rous experiments are being performed, not only upon hu- 
man urine, but upon that of animals. In the Gaz. Hebd, 
of May 15th, e xperime nts are described which were made 
upon the carnivora in the Paris Zoological Gardens. From 
these and other experiments upon herbivora it has been 
found that the decoloration is very strong with the urine of 
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carnivora, but quite absent when the tincture of iodine is 
tried with the urine of herbivora. In the case of the car- 
nivora even alkaline urine effected the decoloration. 


. 
he 


above is taken from the London Lancet of 
June 13th. It will be observed that it is claimed that M. 
Trousseau has made the discovery that iodine is deprived 
of its color by human urine. By referring to the AMERICAN 
Mepicat Times of March 1, 1862, in my lecture upon 
after giving the various methods for detecting iodine 
in the urine, the following language is used: “but, as the 
urine itself has the property of decolorizing iodine,” ete. 
Again, in my lecture of March &, 1862, the following lan- 
guage is used; “The saliva, the nasal and pulmonary 
mucus, the blood, and the urine, when added to small 
quantities of iodide of starch, completely deprive it of 
color; the same decolorization also takes place if applied 
over an ulcer, and the sweat produces the same result.” 
Dalton makes the same observation with regard to the 
yastric juice, and, if my memory does not betray me, he 
makes the same remark regarding the urine as the results 
of his experiments, as I, in the instances here mentioned, 
state as the results of my experiments. I do not deny the 
industry of our French medical brethren; I merely mean 
to assert, as I have so frequently done, that we are not 
behind them either in industry or invention. I must. con- 
fess, Mr. Editor, that I have been not a little astonished to 
see how eagerly many of our medical journals seize upon 
discoveries or novelties that they receive from abroad, and 
nevleet even to notice important discoveries made at home. 
We do not receive any too great praise abroad; it there- 
fore behoves us to be watchful of what rightfully belongs 
There is no novelty whatever in the facts stated by 
M. Trousseau; chemists have been for some time aware of 
them, and, as will be seen by reference to my lectures in 
your Journal, we have taught it to our students of materia 
medica, 
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sir, yours truly, 
Samui. R. Percy, M.D. 


‘Army Medical Intelligence, 


War DrrartmMent, Ans. Gen'e’s OFricr, 
Wasutnaton, June 25, 1863. 


1, Leave of absence is granted the 
geon’s certificate of disability. 

Assistant-Surgeon D. C, Spencer, 44th New York Vols., for twenty 
days. 

i2. Leave of absence is hereby granted to Medical Inspector G. W. 
Stipp, U.S.A., for the benefit of his health. 

By order of the Secretary of War, 
Kk. Db. Townsenpn, 
Asst. Adjutant-General. 


following named Officers on Sur- 


SPECIAL ORDERS, No. 277. 
Wak DerantMent, Abs. Gen't’s Orricer, 
WASHINGTON, June 23, 1563, 


7. Surgeon W. H. Morton, tst Minnesota Vols., having tendered his 
resignation, is hereby honorably discharged the service of the United 
States. 

By order of the Secretary of War, 
bk, D. Townsenn, 
Asst, Adjutant-General. 
(CIRCULAR NO. 8.) 
SURGEON-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Wasuineton Crry, Bb. C., June 22, 1863, 


I. It is provided, by act of Congress, that soldiers discharged from the 
Army of the United States within two years trom the day of their enlist- 
ment by reason of wounds received in battle, shall be entitled to receive 
the same bounty as is granted to those discharged after two years’ 
service. 

» Medical Officers are accordingly directed, in making out the papers of 
soldiers discharged under such circumstances, to endorse upon both the 
Final Statements and the Discharge the fact that the disability is b 
reason of wounds received In battle, and to sign such endorsement wit 
their official signature. 

Il. Mereafter in giving Discharges te officers and soldiers on account of 
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disability, their discharge papers must always state whether, at the time of 


Aug. 1, 1868, 


discharge, the officer or soldier was or was not physically suitable to enter 
or re-enlist in the Invalid Corps. 

111. Frem and after the 30th instant, the envelopes of all official commu- 
nications addressed to the heads of bureaux of the War Department hav- 
ing the franking privilege, must be marked “ Official,” with the signature 
thereto of the officer writing the communication. Postage stamps are not 
required on such communications, 

; WM. A. HAMMOND, 
Surgeon-General, 


(CIRCULAR NO. 10.) 
SuRGEON-GENERAL'S OFrFicer, 
Wasuincton City, D, C., July 15, 1868. 
Surgeons in charge of U.S. Hospitals will forward to this Office, with- 
out delay, rolls of all Prisoners of War now inmates of their hospitals, or 
who may be hereafter received as such. 
These rolls will contain the names, rank, company, and regiment of the 
prisoners, and the time and place of their capture. 
WM. A. HAMMOND, 
Surgeon-General. 


ORDERS, CHANGES, &e. 

Surgeon C. N, Chamberlain, U.S.V., has been ordered to take charge of 
the hospital of the éth Army Corps, at Gettysburg, Penn, 

Surgeon Henry Janes, U.5.V., is in charge of all the hospitals in and 
around Gettysburg, enn. 

Surgeon George Suckley, U.S.V., has been relieved from duty as Medi- 
eal Director of the 11th Army Corps by Surgeon C. F. H. Campbell, 
U.s.V., late Medical Directer of Kelly's command, at Harper's Ferry, and 
has reported to General Schenck, at Baltimore, Md., by whom he has been 
assigned to duty as Medical Director, U.S. Troops, in and around Balti- 
more, Md., relieving Surgeon C. W, Jones, U.S.V., who remains in charge 
of General Hospital at Newton University, Baltimore, Md. 

Surgeon George H. Hubbard, U.S.V., Medical Director of South-Western 
Missouri, is absent, on leave, at Manchester, N. H. 

The resignations of Surgeons Henry Bryant and R. H. Wevill have been 
aceepted by the President, to date July 16, 1863. Both those gentlemen 
resign on account of ill health. 

Surgeon LD, W. Hand, U.S.V., has reported to the Medical Director at 
Fort Monroe, Va., on return from leave of absence. 

Assistant-Surgeon Quie, 84th New York Vols., has relieved Surgeon C, 
F. M. Neilson, 6th Maryland Vols. in the duty of attending the sick of 
detachment, 45th Massachusetts Vols., stationed near Camp Bradford, Md. 

Mr. Robinson, of Baltimore, having offered the use of the house No, 19, 
Camden st., Baltimore, to the men of Massachusetts regiments whose 
terms of service have expired, Surgeon Hasson, of the National Hotel 
Hlospital, has been ordered to provide the necessary medical attendance, 
and take the building under his sanitary control, issuing such articles as 
may be necessary for their comfort, 

Acting Assistant-Surgeon E. E. Atkinson, U.S.A., has been assigned to 
duty at Newton University Hospital, Baltimore, Md. 

By 8. O. 156, Department of the Tennessee, Surgeon John Moore, 
U.s.A., has relieved Surgeon Madison Mills, U.S.A., as Medical Director 
of that Department. Surgeon Mills is awaiting orders at St. Lonis, Mo. 

Surgeon Bernard Beust, late-in charge of General Hospital, Harper's 
Ferry, Md., has been assigned to duty in charge of the hospital, 11th Army 
Corps. 

so DD. J. McKibbin, U.8.V., is on duty at General Hospital, at 
Tullahoma, Tenn, 

Surgeon W. 8. Forbes, U.S.V., has been relieved as Medical Director, 
13th Army Corps, by Surgeon George Hammond, U.S.A., and assigned 
to the charge of the hospital of that Corps, near Vicksburg, Miss. 

Surgeon 5. D. Carpenter, U.S.V., has been relieved from duty on the 
Hospital Transport * Continental,” and assigned to the District of the 

sorder a8 Medical Director. 

Surgeon D. G, Brinton, U.S.V., has been appointed Surgeon-in-Chief, 2d 
Division, 11th Army Corps, Army of the Potomse. 

Surgeon P. A. O'Connell, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty at Indiana- 
polis, Ind., a8 Medical Inspector of the District of Indiana and Michigan. 

Surgeon Francis Bacon, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty in charge of 
the St. Louis General Hospital, New Orleans, La. 

Surgeon J. W. Lawten, bsv., has been placed in temporary charge of 
the General Hospital at Gallipolis, O. 

Surgeon John H. Sullivan, U.S.V., is in charge of General Hospital 
near Camp Curtin, Harrisburg, Penn. 

Surgeon J. D. Strawbridge, U.8.V., is on a tour through the General 
Hospitals and Convalescent Camps at Milliken’s Bend and Young's 
Point, La, for the purpose of examining and giving certificates of dis- 
ability in all such cases as he may deem necessary. 

Surgeon J. G. F, Holston, U.S.V., has reported to General Asboth, at 
Columbus, Ky., for duty. 

Acting Assistant-Surgeon Elliott, U.S.A., has reported for duty at An- 
napolis Junction, Md. 

Assistant-Surgeon C. W. Moore, 13th Pennsylvania Cavalry, has been 
assigned to temporary duty at West's Buildings Hospital, Baltimore, Md. 

Assistant-Surgeons J. hb. Bellangee, Philip Hawey, A. M. Wilder, J. 
B. Morrison, 8. J. W. Mintzer, J. W. Lawton, L. W. Read, and John 
L. Teed, have been promoted Surgeons of Volunteers. 

Drs. J. K. Baucuy and W. Bb. Trull, Acting Assistant-Surgeons, U.S.A., 
G. McC. Miller, of Delaware, and J. H. Sullivan, of New York, have 
been appointed Assistant-Surgeons of Volunteers. 

Surgeon David P. Smith, U.S.V., has returned from temporary duty 
with the Army of the Potomac, and resumed charge of the General 
Hospital at Fairfax Seminary, Va. 

The Medical Director's (Surgeon Buckmaster) Office of the District of 
= Frontier, has been removed from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Scott, 

an. 

Surgeon J. J. De Lamater, U.S.V., in addition to his duties as Chief- 
Surgeon of Contrabands at Newbern, N. ©., has assumed the duties of 
Chief Medical Officer of General Weld’s Brigade. 

Surgeon A. B. liasson, U.S.A., has been relieved from duty in charge of 
the General Hospital, Camden street, Baltimore, Md. 

Surgeon J. B, Bellangee has been assigned to duty at the Stanley Hos- 
pital, Newbern, N.C. 
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METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF TIIE WEEK IN THE CITY | 


AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 13th day of July to the 20th day of July, 1863. 
Deuths,— Men, 172; women, 85; boys, 213; girls, 198; total, 663. Adults» 
257; children, 406; males, 385; females, 278; colored, 13. Infants under 
two years of age, x90, Children born of native parents, 39; foreign, 114 
Among the causes of death we notice :—Apuplexy, 5; infantile convul- 
sions, 50; croup, 8; diphtherite, 9; scarlet fever, 20; typhus and typhoid 
fevers, 33; consumption, 55; small-pox, 1; measles, 7; dropsy in head, 21; 
infantile marasmus, 41; cholera infantum, 104; inflammation of brain, 19; 
of bowels, 9; of lungs, 14; bronchitis, 19; congestion of brain, 0; of lungs, 
9; erysipelas, 3; diarrhea and dysentery, 43, 355 deaths occurred from 
acute diseases, and 130 from violent causes. 455 were native, and 211 
foreign ; of whom 137 came from Ireland; 95 died in the City Charities; 
. : hom 34 were in Bellevue Hospital, and 19 died in the Immigrant 
ustitution, 


Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 
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RemMarks.—12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th, Sultry, with fog a.m.; days mostly 
cloudy. Kain late p.m. on the 13th, early a.m. on the 14th, and from 8 to 
Yam. of the 15th, 16th, Sultry and cloudy, 17th, Clear early ; cloudy 
p.s.. hard rain after 5 p.m. Isth, Very hard rain early; clear p.m. Rain 
for the week 3}¢ inches, of which over 23 fell in the last storm. 





Extract of Hamamelis Virginica, 
OR WITCH-HAZLE, 


The attention of the Profession is called to our elegant distillation 
from the young twigs of Witch-Hazle, 

For intlammatory conditions, sueh as excessive congestion of the 
conjunctiva, varicose veins, hemorrhvids, all haemorrhages, whether of 
the nose, uterus, or from wounds, the extract of Witch-Hazle will be 
found invaluable. 

For sale in bulk or in bottles of 82 oz., 16 02., 8 02., 4 0z., by 
CASWELL, MACK & CO., 

Under Fifth Avenue Hotel. 


INSTRUCTIONS 
For 


- ‘ > 7 
AND DISCHARGING 
SOLDIERS. 
We have in press, and nearly ready for publication, anew work— 
“ON DISQUALIFYING AND FEIGNED DISEASES, AND ON 
ENLISTING AND DISCHARGING SOLDIERS.” 
Designed a8 a Manual of Instructions for the Recruiting Officer and Exa- 
mining Surgeon, 
BY DR. ROBERTS BARTHOLOW, U.S.A., 
Surgeon McDougall General Hospital, Fort Schuyler, New York. 
In one vol. 12mo. 
[Adopted by the teat? ~ ng Issue to Medical Officers of the 
rmy. 
J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Pubiisners, 
715 and 717 Market Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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American Journal of Ophthalmology 
JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D., Eprror. 


The 6th number of this Journal, completing the FIRST VOLUME, is 
in preparation, 


The First Volume will be sent Free of Postage, bound in Cloth, for 
$2 50; in Paper covers, for $2 00, 
Subscription Price for Vol. IL, $2 00. 
‘ BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
440 Broadway, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICES, 








Aug. 1, 1863. 


. . . 
Artificial Limbs, for 
Inferior and Superior Extremities, by 
EE. D- HUDSON, M.D.,, 
CLINTON HALL, (up stairs.) Eighth Street, or Astor 
"lace, New York. 
FEET for Limbs shortened by Hip Disease, an important 
apparatus, unique and comely. 
Soldiers provided with legs, without cost, by Dr. H., the only one com- 
missioned by the Surgeon-General, U.S.A., for the Northern Division, 
Dr. H., having devoted his attentivn and practice for fourteen years to 
the subject of Artificial Limbs, has made such improvements upon the 
“Palmer Patent,” the right to which is bis by purchase, as to render his 
treatment in this branch of surgery superior to all others. The Surgical 
Adjuvant sent gratis. 
REFERENCES. 
Ws. Hi. Van Buren, M.D., 


Srernen Sirn, M.D., 
Tuomas Markor, M.D., 


VaLentinE Mort, M.D., 
Wittarp Parker, M.D., 
J. M. Carnoconan, M.D., 
Gerpon Buex, M.D., James Kk. Woop, M.D., 

F. H. Hamivrox, M.D., Brigade Davio P. Ssuiru, M.D., Surgeon 

Surgeon of U.S.A., U.S.A, 

ria +} \ 4 
|)": Davis’s Institute.—Corner of 
8TrH ST. AND MADISON AVE, NEW YORK. 

This Institution is established for the purpose of carrying out in the 
most appropriate manner, the Treatment introduced by the undersigned 
for Diseases and Injuries of Joints, including Old Dislocations and 
Deformities. 

The principles of his treatment, its benefits, and its applications, have 
frecly been communicated to the profession, The advantages of having 
the patient constantly under personal control and supervision, are too 
obvious to all medical men to require elucidation. Indeed, the Institute 
is established in compliance with frequent requests of physicians as well 
as patients from abroad. 

The Institute is arranged with all the comforts of a private family home, 
without any of the repulsive accompaniments of a hospital, Further 
particulars obtained on applying to 

HENRY G. DAVIS. 
re ‘ 1 Pm) ‘ 
CRAIG MICROSCOPE. 

This is the best and cheapest microscope in the world for 
most practical purposes, It magnifies about 100 diameters, 
or 10,000 times, and ey neither skill nor patience to 
use it. The power is about that most frequently required 
in making microseopic examinations, and it will be found 
exceedingly convenient even for those who have more ex- 
pensive and complicated instruments, while for physicians 
who have no microscope, it is invaluable. 

It will be sent by mail, postage paid, on the receipt of 
$2.25, or with six beautiful mounted objects for $3, or with 
24 objects for $5. Address 

HENKY CRAIG, 182 Centre St, N. Y. 

A liberal discount to the trade. 


’ ss oe ’ 1.1. 
The original “ Elixir of Calisaya 
BARK.”—This elegant and valuable medicinal preparation was intro- 
duced to the notice of the Fuculty of this city in 1850, by J. Milthau, the 
sole Inventor and Manufacturer, at which date none of those numerous 
firms were in existence, who, rather than give a new name to a new article, 
have found it more convenient within a few years to appropriate the above 
extensively and favorably known title; it is therefore presumable that 
physicians in prescribing, as for over thirty years, have reference solely to 
the original article made by - 
J. Mitnau & Son, 
Wholesale Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 183 Broadway, N.Y. 
Sole agents for Frenen Artirician Eyes: have alwaysa large assortment 
on hand, and will furnish to order a single eye, of any desired pattern, in 
thirty days. Agents for the majority of, and Importers of all the French 
medicines in vogue, 
Eyes in sets of 120, for oculists. 





= °° 1 rr al 
‘eneva Medical College.—The Ses- 
sion of 1863-64 will begin on Wednesday, Oct. 7, 1863, and continue 
sixteen weeks. 
FACULTY 
JOHN TOWLER, M D., 
Dean and Registrar. 
JAMES HADLEY, M.D., 
Emeritas Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
JOIN TOWLER, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
FREDERICK HYDE, M.D., Professor of Principles and Practice of 

Surgery. 

GEORGE BURR, M.D., Professor of General and Special Anatomy. 
NELSON NIVISON, M.D., Professor of Physiology and Pathology. 
HIRAM N. EASTMAN, M.D., Professor of the Practice of Medicine and 

MateriajMedica, 

» Professorjof Obstetrics, Diseases of Women and Chil- 
dren, and Medical Jurisprudence.* 
LYMAN W. BLISS, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Fees, payable in advance.—Matriculation, $3. Tickets for the whole 
Course, $50. Graduation, $20. Demonstrator’s ticket, $8. Anatomical 
material, $5. 

Special attention paid to Military Surgery. . 

Further information may be obtained by addressing 

J. TOWLER, Dean of the Faculty, Geneva, N. Y. 

* Kh. Stone, M.D., will perform the duties of this department. 
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THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 
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TERMS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES. 


City and Canadia 
Mail Subscribers, $3 per annum, paya 
Remittances must accompany an order for the Journal. 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for the 
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